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All the times people have said, you’re so busy,
you’re so productive, wow I wish I could do what

you do, you must be really slammed, wow I know,
life is crazy, right?

All the times people have said, �aky, irresponsi-
ble, do you even have a job? we wanted reliable,

you’ve canceled a lot, unfortunately we don’t offer
sick leave, you’re still crying? oh, you’re “suddenly
sick” and can’t make it? oooookay. working from
home is only allowed under very limited circum-
stances and must be requested and approved in

advance, you’ll want to bring your proof of dis-
ability, i’m sorry, your work didn’t show signs of

consistent excellence, so you didn’t receive the
fellowship.

All the times I have: spent time repotting the
geranium that hangs at my front door. Faffed

about, walking around in my sleep shirt and
some booty shorts, picking up things, putting

the kettle on, answering a text—and then
getting an Idea. And sitting down, in that same

messy house, in those same stanky booty shorts,
and wrote about it, ignoring my phone.

All the times I had a twenty-hour-a
least) unpaid job listening, giving re
cracking jokes, driving someone to 
bringing tacos. And sometimes, rec

All the times I worked and worked 
up ’til 2 AM on some project I’d get
dollars for, sending emails ’til my ey
wakingup and going to openthesto
getpickedupbymybosstoteachmeds
thepelvic, teachthewebinar, dothea
through, catchtheplaneontimetogo
thecollege, and—collapseandrecov

our work
this work
this queer work
this queer everyday labor
everywhere
every where
everywhere?
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the labor of being depressed and Black and
female

the labor of writing
and producing

and directing
a Fat queer play

in Texas
the labor of making

a queer Brown healing collective
in Flatbush

the work
of being a Black woman

in pain,
emotional and physical

keeping a roof over your head
sitting in your room
typing your stories

as the rain falls on the roof
and feeling your way

through legacy
of what it means to be Black, female, raised

poor
and writing

“sometimes I feel embarrassed & foolish
to think that I should be a writer,

a working writer.

who the fuck am I, the daughter of
who didn’t even finish middle schoo
that I can do all these things that m
couldn’t?” (Raven Taylor)

or when Dusty LaMay says,
“I know you want me to talk about 
or legal work ...
Both are vehicles through which I h
greater skills are channeling to my c
self-forgiveness,
boundary appreciation,
self-actualization, & self-determina

is that work?
that is work.
this is work.
our work is everywhere
even as it’s
shitted on, despised, and erased.
it’s still here, speaking.
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Reading and witnessing
this gorgeous graphic novel storykeeping book,

what echoed in me was how much I live with an
everyday reverberation

that none of the work i do is real
that none of the work i do matters
that all of the labor I pour like stars

into this world
is illegitimate

laughable
the way that one white woman once laughed,

“oh you don’t need a contract, you’re just doing
a little job, it’s not real work.”

But i know I wake up from a disable
work
getting to go make the tea and the
work
texting three friends asking them h
work
answering emails
lying curled on a couch crying and m
getting myself to the clinic
coordinating a complicated transfo
justice process—aren’t they all—tha
hundreds of hours and years,
writing poems
and stories
and editing an essay
and writing this foreword
and sweeping the floor
and following up
and harvesting herbs
and folding the laundry
and caring
and giving a shit
and caring—
an endless river
of care
presence
and brilliance
and tiredness
and brilliant tiredness—
but there
always there



is all
Work
Our work
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Because work is not the problem. Our souls
glow and grow from wanting to create, heal,
scheme. Capitalism is the problem. Racism is

the problem. Ableism is the problem. All we do
to keep ourselves and our kin here is not the

problem.

As Vivi Veronica says:
“Trans women survive, love, & exist because

of the knowledge we pass down. She’s my sister.
She’s dead & alive. She’s my auntie. My mother.
Me ... All the trans-feminine bodies & spirits I’ve

known continue to teach me. Not all of my
sisters are still alive, but their wisdom impacts

the footsteps of those still here ... One day I
decided my body was not a tragedy. On that day

I knew I would live forever.”

parenting Lebanese and queer in diaspora
making “trials” and stating in all caps

EVERYTHING YOU LOVE ABOUT NEW
ORLEANS IS BECAUSE OF BLACK PEOPLE

reading the encyclopedia
surviving living trans in prison for a decade

we
who are called lazy
and shiftless
and what do you do all day anyway
we whose lives’ work is laughed at 
dismissed
crumbs brushed off a table

“But still, someone, something, nee
us” (Ra Malika Imhotep)
and we do.

These story pictures hold us. Reflec
we will not be forgotten. Reflect ou
and our sweat. Give us stories that 
us remember:
our shit is really, really real.

These stories are a queerly beautifu
Sarah/Syan has written and drawn 
their exact specific queer crip BIPO
gorgeousness. Into history, so they’
forgotten. And so they can be a see
passed around that kin near and far
kin we may never meet—can plant 
queerfemmeChineseJewishWhite a
as an artist is a labor of queer love.

with love and labor



and so much appreciation for the work of this book,
  -

 1, 2020
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Thank you to all the contributors, who shared
their experiences, passion, and vulnerability
with me. I so deeply appreciate the
opportunity to learn from all of you and your
lived brilliance.

To every friend, love, and comrade who
transcribed an interview for this, who
recommended participants, who read my
zines, who talked me through my process,
who weighed in on an idea. We need support
networks to thrive emotionally, creatively,
and spiritually, and I am so grateful for the
queer people in my life who’ve played many
different roles in my growth as an artist and a
person. Thank you for the feedback, the
compassion, the challenges, the insights, the
care.
To Artist Trust, which awarded me a grant to
start this project when it was just an idea
blossoming in my head in 2016. To anyone
who advocates for, or participates in, the
redistribution of wealth on an individual or
systemic level.

To Leah, for mentoring me (a
others!) through the publication
Thank you for helping people grow
from sprouted seeds to sturdy trees

To Brian Lam and the entire Ar
team. You believed in my vision a
me to carry this project out into 
embodiment of my creative drea
you so much for allowing me to b
the decision-making process and en
my creative autonomy.

To my mom, Liz Liao, and my best
years (decades) of genuine enco
and thoughtful engagement. I am
who believes in herself because of y



87



 
 
  
    





 
 
  
    

SZE-YANG ADE-LAM is a queer, Asian, nonbinary
storyteller and community developer via dance,
kung fu, words, drawings, film, and photo. Sze-
Yang shares stories for love, liberation,
representation, and empowerment, as an
independent artist and as part of ILL
NANA/DiverseCity Dance Company. Since 2011,
Sze-Yang has created more accessible and affirming
dance education and performance opportunities
for QTBIPOCs and their adjacent communities, as
well as advocated for change in the arts. Find Sze-
Yang on Instagram @seeyinandyang.
NICOLE ARTEAGA (she/her) is a mixed race, queer,
fat, cis femme. For the past eight years, QTPOC
organizing, public education, and reproductive
justice have been her political home. Nicole works
to fund abortion and build power with the National
Network of Abortion Funds and fills her free time
with ceramics and baking for her loved ones.
Originally from the Midwest, she has familial roots
in Mexico and lives on traditional Tonkawa land
(Austin, Texas) with her partner and two pets. She’s
a deep feeler and good eater.
JULES BALDINO is a nonbinary Aries femme living in
unceded Tohono O’odham territory. Fight for Black
lives, fuck all cops, build new worlds is our
imperative, with Black and Indigenous
communities as our leadership. Smooches.

NUBE F. CRUZ is a Yaqui/Mixteco and Xicanx writer,
lover of fashion, Indigenous lands rights activist,
survivor advocate, artist, and cultural worker. They

CEYENNE DOROSHOW (pronounced Ka
compassionate powerhouse perform
organizer, community-based researcher
figure in the trans and sex wo
movements. As the founder and execu
of G.L.I.T.S., she works to provide hol
LGBTQ sex workers while serving on th
boards: SWOP-USA, Caribbean Equa
SOAR Institute, and NYTAG. As an i
public speaker, she presents at the Desi
the Creating Change Conference, 
Harm Reduction Coalition, and the I
AIDS Conference. She was a featured
Toronto Pride and MoMA/PS1’s Se
Festival of Resistance, lifting her voice
woman of color. Ceyenne has feature
the media, performing on television in
Oz and the documentaries The Red Umb
and MAJOR!. Known for her skills in t
Ceyenne co-authored the Caribbean
Cooking in Heels, while incarcerated on 
charges. She is currently working on 
book, Falling into the Fire.
GELENI FONTAINE is a fat, queer and tra
nonbinary Latinx person raised and 
Brooklyn, New York. As an acupunc
Asian medicine healer, and registered 
use knowledge of Western allopathic 
support their holistic East Asian pract
individuals navigate both health care sy
disabled healer with chronic pain and 



work with tribal communities in Southern
California and migrant communities in Los Angeles.
They are starting to write and work in their art
practice again. You can follow them on Instagram
@XXNUBEXX.

are devoted to working with all their c
from within their intersections. Their
empower individuals and nourish heali
more just and loving world for us all.
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RY AN GILBERT (a.k.a. phlegm) is a New Orleans
native visual artist taking African religious and
ceremonial face paint and reimagining it in a
modern context. His work (and by extension his
life) makes a production about the necessity and
value of Black spiritual presence. It serves to more
firmly connect his Black spiritual concept of time:
connecting the past to the present and the present
to the future. Communally sacred. Personally
precious.
MIRNA HAIDAR is a Juris Doctor, and they identify as
a queer Muslim immigrant mama activist. She
worked and organized around LGBTQ rights,
migrant workers’ rights, and climate change in
Lebanon and the United States. They love to have
conversations about imagining a world with no
incarceration, no borders, no military, and, of
course, no police. Their work is centered on
practicing accountability without disposability.

RA MALIKA IMHOTEP is a Black feminist writer and
performance artist from Atlanta, Georgia. As a
scholar and cultural worker, Ra is invested in
exploring relationships between queerness, Black
femininity, Southern vernacular culture, and the
performance of labor. Ra is a co-convener, with
Miyuki Baker, of the embodied spiritual-political
education project the Church of Black Feminist
Thought. More info on Ra’s work can be found at
blackfeministstudy.org.
PHOS IVESTEI is a queer, nonbinary creature from
the Virginia swamps who has worked in many
different intersections of the LGBTQ+ community.
They strive to maintain and practice trauma-
informed assistance for persons seeking to legally
change their identity documents to reflect their
true name and gender. They, with a team of other
trans and gender-nonconforming folks, created a

ANABEL KHOO is a holistic mental healt
artist, writer, and facilitator dedicated
capacity and support for collective h
works through an embodied, rela
visionary politics of liberation, engagin
experience to uplift and harvest collec
and skills to create a better world.

AMBER KIM is an activist, witch, nerd
woman who believes in comforting th
and disturbing the comfortable. She 
incarcerated in Washington State. To 
about Amber, check 
AmberFayefoxKim.WordPress.com or con
JPay.com.
DUSTY LAMAY ponders over stars, patte
pasts, presence, and possibilities. He 
the stars and in the legal field. He is a
has spent nearly half his life in Califo
Pacific Northwest, where he curr
Astrology consultations for new 
sometimes available. You can reach D
astrology at nightbirdastrology@gmail.c

CALEB LUNA is a fat, queer (of color) crit
artist, and performance scholar. A
candidate in performance studies at U
they research performances of e
historicizing cultural representation
embodiment within the ongoin
colonization of North America. As 
political thinker, they are interested 
embodied difference as a generativ
toward fatter understandings of 
freedom.
BRENDA ANGELICA GUTIÉRREZ MORA is a
nonbinary, and disabled poet and perfo
artist, organizer, and cultural strateg
born and raised in occupied Yokuts lan

http://blackfeministstudy.org/
http://amberfayefoxkim.wordpress.com/
http://jpay.com/
mailto:nightbirdastrology@gmail.com


state-by-state database of laws and processes
related to legal name and gender marker changes
as a public resource. Today, they continue this
work, in addition to legal work in discrimination
against LGBTQ+ people and local/state laws that
affect the community in Pennsylvania.

San Joaquin Valley in the heart of Calif
invite folks into their big, bold dreams 
care, collective liberation, harm red
interdependence with a clear commitm
liberation and Indigenous sovereignty
build is as important as how we build 
“What will you build (or destroy) fo
seven generations?”
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STEPH NIAUPARI (they/elle) is an Ecuadorian
PapiFemme. Raised on bacon, egg, and cheese
sandwiches in Queens, New York, Steph has found
their home and community within Washington,
DC. As the founder of Plantita Power, Steph
bridges communities by centering language justice
in the garden and providing access to QTBIPOC
folks interested in growing their own food. Most
recently, Steph and their team launched a
QTBIPOC seedling program expanding to nine
states, which distributes free monthly plants via
local deliveries or mail. With each plant, they all
hope community healing can become a little bit
easier.CYD NOVA lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his
partner, his four roommates, and his dog, Farrah.
He’s a writer, an enthusiastic home cook, and a
consultant with Trans Equity Consulting.

LEAH LAKSHMI PIEPZNA-SAMARASINHA is a queer
disabled femme writer and performer of
Burgher/Tamil Sri Lankan and Irish/Roma ascent.
Her most recent titles are the nonfiction book Care
Work: Dreaming Disability Justice, the poetry book
Tonguebreaker, and the co-edited nonfiction
anthology Beyond Survival: Strategies and Stories
from the Transformative Justice Movement (with
Ejeris Dixon). Her memoir Dirty River was a finalist
for a Lambda Literary Award and a Publishing
Triangle Award (Judy Grahn Award for Lesbian
Nonfiction). She is also the author of the poetry
books Bodymap and Love Cake (Lambda Literary
Award winner) and Consensual Genocide, and the
co-editor of The Revolution Starts at Home:
Confronting Intimate Violence in Activist
Communities. She is the co-founder of Mangos
with Chili, North America’s touring queer and trans

JAYE SABLAN is an Indigenous Chamo
writer from the Pacific island of Sa
Mariana Islands archipelago. Her w
Nepantla, Yellow Medicine Review, As/U
Jaye’s poetry has also been featu
illustrations, film, and art exhibitions o
trans visual artists based in the U
Northwest and beyond. She lives an
Seattle—the unceded ancestral homel
People of the Inside, dxʷdəwʔabš (Duw
continue to steward their lands and wa
day.TIFFANY ST. BUNNY is the co-founde
Assistance Project and operations direc
Lifeline. Her hobbies include riding he
far, taking beautiful photos, and ex
outdoors with her dog, Lu. One of the
hopes to publish a print copy of her p
project “Trucksluts Magazine,” bu
meantime, she’s content to off-road in
and find secret swimming holes in the
She’s adamant that the best movie e
Tremors.
STELLA SHAFFER is a founding member 
Assistance Project, which is now a 
grassroots hotline and microgrant o
Trans Lifeline. Stella is passionate abo
work and building social systems that 
trans people.

RAVEN TAYLOR is an emerging write
Seattle, Washington.

VIVI VERONICA is a West Coast baby t
into the energetic nodes of the changi
focus on our landscapes of spirituality a
complexities of human interaction. He
life work are related to mental health, d
relationship to order and



people of color cabaret, and a lead artist with the
disability justice incubator Sins Invalid.

autonomy/liberation, and figuring ou
successfully care for and love each oth
writing as a medium to process the
absurd and beautiful ways these topics
our lives.
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SYAN ROSE (pronounced Sy-Ann) is an illustrator and
comic artist whose work plays with both surrealist
and representational imagery to approach topics of
personal history, politics, accountability, and
healing. She’s been published in Bitch, Slate, Gay
Magazine, Truthout, and Autostraddle, and has self-
produced many comics and zines.
syanrose.com

http://syanrose.com/
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