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FOREWORD

OUR WORK 1S OUR QUEER SURVIVAL HUSTLE BEAUTY B
OUR WORK 1S LOVE

All the times people have said, you're so busy,
you're so productive, wow | wish | could do what
you do, you must be really slammed, wow I know,
life is crazy, right?

All the times people have said, flaky, irresponsi-
ble, do you even have a job? we wanted reliable,
you've canceled a lot, unfortunately we don't offer
sick leave, you're still crying? oh, you're “suddenly
sick” and can’t make it? oooookay. working from
home is only allowed under very limited circum-
stances and must be requested and approved in
advance, you'll want to bring your proof of dis-
ability, i’'m sorry, your work didn’t show signs of
consistent excellence, so you didn't receive the
fellowship.

All the times | have: spent time repotting the
geranium that hangs at my front door. Faffed
about, walking around in my sleep shirt and
some booty shorts, picking up things, putting
the kettle on, answering a text—and then
getting an |ldea. And sitting down, in that same
messy house, in those same stanky booty shorts,

and wrote about it, ignoring my phone.

All the times | had a twenty-hour-a
least) unpaid job listening, giving re
cracking jokes, driving someone to
bringing tacos. And sometimes, rec

All the times | worked and worked
up ’til 2 AM on some project I'd get
dollars for, sending emails ’til my ey
wakingup and going to openthesto
getpickedupbymybosstoteachmed:
thepelvic, teachthewebinar, dothe:
through, catchtheplaneontimetogc

thecollege, and—collapseandrecov

our work

this work

this queer work

this queer everyday labor
everywhere

every where

everywhere?

B al —
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the labor of being depressed and Black and
female

the labor of writing

and producing

and directing

a Fat queer play

in Texas

the labor of making

a queer Brown healing collective

in Flatbush

the work

of being a Black woman

in pain,

emotional and physical

keeping a roof over your head

sitting in your room

typing your stories

as the rain falls on the roof

and feeling your way

through legacy

of what it means to be Black, female, raised
poor

and writing

“sometimes | feel embarrassed & foolish
to think that | should be a writer,

a working writer.

who the fuck am |, the daughter of
who didn’t even finish middle scho:
that | can do all these things that n
couldn’t?” (Raven Taylor)

or when Dusty LaMay says,

“I know you want me to talk about
or legal work ...

Both are vehicles through which |
greater skills are channeling to my
self-forgiveness,

boundary appreciation,
self-actualization, & self-determina

is that work?

that is work.

this is work.

our work is everywhere

even as it’s

shitted on, despised, and erased.
it’s still here, speaking.






Reading and witnessing  But i know | wake up from a disable
this gorgeous graphic novel storykeeping book, work
what echoed in me was how much | live with an  getting to go make the tea and the
everyday reverberation work
that none of the work i do is real  texting three friends asking them h
that none of the work i do matters  work
that all of the labor | pour like stars  answering emails
into this world  lying curled on a couch crying and |
is illegitimate  getting myself to the clinic
laughable coordinating a complicated transfo
the way that one white woman once laughed, justice process—aren’t they all—th
“oh you don’t need a contract, you're just doing hundreds of hours and years,
a little job, it’s not real work.” writing poems
and stories
and editing an essay
and writing this foreword
and sweeping the floor
and following up
and harvesting herbs
and folding the laundry
and caring
and giving a shit
and caring—
an endless river
of care
presence
and brilliance
and tiredness
and brilliant tiredness—
but there

always there



is all
Work
Our work




Because work is not the problem. Our souls
glow and grow from wanting to create, heal,
scheme. Capitalism is the problem. Racism is

the problem. Ableism is the problem. All we do
to keep ourselves and our kin here is not the

problem.

As Vivi Veronica says:

“Trans women survive, love, & exist because

of the knowledge we pass down. She’s my sister.
She’s dead & alive. She’s my auntie. My mother.
Me ... All the trans-feminine bodies & spirits I've
known continue to teach me. Not all of my
sisters are still alive, but their wisdom impacts
the footsteps of those still here ... One day |
decided my body was not a tragedy. On that day

| knew | would live forever”

parenting Lebanese and queer in diaspora
making “trials” and stating in all caps
EVERYTHING YOU LOVE ABOUT NEW
ORLEANS IS BECAUSE OF BLACK PEOPLE
reading the encyclopedia

surviving living trans in prison for a decade

we
who are called lazy

and shiftless

and what do you do all day anyway
we whose lives’ work is laughed at
dismissed

crumbs brushed off a table

“But still, someone, something, nee
us” (Ra Malika Imhotep)
and we do.

These story pictures hold us. Reflec
we will not be forgotten. Reflect ot
and our sweat. Give us stories that
us remember:

our shit is really, really real.

These stories are a queerly beautift
Sarah/Syan has written and drawn
their exact specific queer crip BIPC
gorgeousness. Into history, so they
forgotten. And so they can be a se¢
passed around that kin near and fa
kin we may never meet—can plant
queerfemmeChinese)JewishWhite a

as an artist is a labor of queer love.

with love and labor



and so much appreciation for the work of this book,
LEAH LAKSHMI PIEPZNA-SAMARASINHA

SEPTEMBER 1, 2020
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| STARTeD ReCORDING THESe CoNVORIATION
o 2015, WHON | LiveD on DUWAMISH LAND (SeA
MY LIF@ AS AN 0UT QueeR PERSON BROUGHT MO F
FACe WITH C(OMPLICATED QUOSTIONS ABOUT PoweR, DeS!
JUSTICO & ACCOUNTABILITY. | WiThesSeD QueeR &
FRIENDS, LOVOS & ACQUAINTANCOS ACROSS RACO
LINeS TRYING THeIR 3eST T0 FORM ALTCRNATNES T0 T
‘ LeNC@ OF oUR SocieTY BY REDISTRIBUTING WeALTH SHI
(ONVORSATIONS ABoUT "DESIRABLE” BODIES PAYING l<e
10 BLACK & INDIGENQUS PegPLe, LeARNING ABOUT &
ONC ANOTHER'S Access neeps, % TRYING TO HEAL FR
KACIALIZED & ANCOSTRAL TRAUMA. o

WHeN | SAY, "0UR WORK INU?RWJH?R&’” L nTenp
THe D("r—mlﬁ()ﬂ 0F WORK" BEYOND WHAHS RE(0GNIZ
CONSINERED VALUABLC unDeR CAPITALISM; INGTRAD, | (
THC WORK THAT'S Ne@DeD T0 REALLY (HANGE OUR WOKLD IS THe
OF WHAT MoST OF US Ger A PAYCHOCK FOR: IT's THe eM(T
CUPPORT We GIve T0 OTHORS, TS THE MeALS W@ (00K FOR
OTHOR, 11's THC BRILLIANT 1D¢AS We HAVC THE Jok
TeLL, THe HARD CONVERATIONS we enGAGe |n WIT
\ & OTHORS. ALL oF THAT CHAGTIC, UNDEFINED  eveR
WORK DeSERVOS CREDIT T0O. AND THAT'S WHAT I°ve

D0 HeRe: GIVe (REDIT TO JUST A Few OF THE MANY
WHO KAV PUT INTHE WORK TO (HIP AWAY AT THR §T




& MeNTAL RACISM TRANS PHOBIA, FATPHOBIA, CaLONIALLIM, A
ACNOPHOBIA, ANTI-BLACKN€SS, RAPE CULTURE, & OTHOR
SYSTOMS We HAVR ALL GROWN UP IN &, UNFORTUNA

PART OF REPRODUCING TO VARYING DeGReefs.
&
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WITH RAI

Tho Years Aco, 1 waS -
STRUGGLING WITH
HomMeLeSsness, wHICH
HAPPOLOD BECAUIP | 60T
ROALLY SICK MONTALLY &

vAS 60IG THROUGH A DeeP [ &3 1

7:4)’11

=——1 NOW I'M 0UT 0

[1's STILL So K

S0UT OF DRPROSSION 50 | T ool gocause |
QUIT ALL Y JopSa JUST [ 13| 10T ) Tmﬁqmof:oﬂv%
coucH SURFOD. i h | i ll \1 li' fgrqugqlf)‘g
el | | & THE MORE |
7 THO MORE | F
G O % TIRED & UANO
N it i } © " THen 1 DON'T
_ @4 ) li\ J\ ¥ THEN HeALING
i VY PHR & MenTHL (Ll
T & TIMe | Have To
' \OR (ALL OUT OF
DON'T HAVE “PRO
D e X® —
ITIS. i .o' M
LIKe I'M :
007 LIVING t 9l
yp 76 TH S Ot
STANDARDS OF S8 ﬂi
PRODUCTIVITY \ N\
OR WHAT IT Q73






There's THIS sTeReOTYPe THAT BLACK
NOMEN CAN TAKe SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS
0F PAIN % THAT BLACK Women bon'T
LAY (N THO FeTAL POSITION eVeRY
MORNING BECAUSE THOY CANT LOAVO
THO HOUSe. THeY'Re T STRONGES
PORSoN IN THE KOOM AT ALL
TIMS, THATS HOW | WAS
RAISED. §O WHOR [MSITTING
HeRe , JUST CRYING BeCAULe,
LIKe, THE WIND BLew, & |'M
§0 ¢MOTIONAL, | THINK,







OMeTIMES | FeeL €MBARRASSeD & FOOLISH TO TH(NK THAT 1§
A WRITCR A WORKING WRITER. WHO THe FUCK AM |, THE DA
0F TWO PcoPLQ WHO DIDN'T €Ven EINISH MIDDLE J'(HoaL T0
THAT | CAN DO ALL THOSC THINGS THAT MY MoTHeR covwn

Q\Q ATIONS 4

( |

THe MOST 1Co
[N THe WoRLD .
IS A BLACK WOI
HAPPENS TO DeA
SAMC THINGS A
MILLeNNIAL ot
/ JeALOVSY. SHe F
7 SHe INSpIRes m
\ GIVe ypon mYJ,

MIRANDA NS
JULy
THO STORIQS SHO WRITeS
) 4Re JUST 50 TABOO, &
SHO'S A SURVIVOR OF
SCXUAL ASSAVLT. HeR WRITING MAKeS
Me reeL DRY & FMBARRASSED
& LIKe | need 10 TAKe

. tea



A SHOWeER, BUT LT ALTO MAKE)
Me Feel wﬁan 1nsine Bec&u:e
I Rwﬂe T0 lT
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T .QHAT SKILLS Do' ‘%‘ | KNOW You WANT Me
" (Yo DeRSONALLY BRING ) ABOVT ASTROLOGY 0R Le
&g BuT | DON'T Know (F T

A VOHICLeS THROUGH wi
THRS@ GReATeR sKki
CHANNeLING 10 MY
SELF-FORGIveness,H

" RPPRRCIATION, SeLF- A(ru

- \&SeLE-peTepmin ATioN
o \ACHIRVE commupa ¢
2 NKAISING.

AY QUeeRS, we HAU? Been IOCM 7‘(
DIVORCED FROM GOD & HoLINe$S. AT G K
LEAST IN JUDEO—CHRISTIAN AMERICA,

MANY OF US weRe RA[se) BeING TAGHT XD
'\ THAT wHo we Age lstnuw -
o AN ABONIMTIOh UnHoLy o O
.\'K SRS SR

- ';o

oo " ye. oo T/ BSTROLOGY 1S AN AVERUR THROUG

* QUEERS CAN ACCeSS ouR owh SPIR
K ’V( 3,( WORTH & CONNECT 10 0UR oW DI
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SUPRISING LY, THORR A
LOT 0F SIMILARITIOS
MY JORS AS Ah ASTROI
2~ A LCGAL ADVOCATO. I

THOSP ROLOS [ CAN H
[MMONSe POWOR OVOR
LIFe & | TRYTO RENAI
AT ALL TIM@S OF THAT
IMBALANCE OF PoweR

IN MY experience, (n |
DIFFeRONT ReLATIONSH I
PeRSONALLY OR PROFESSI
IT IS gesT To BO CLRAR

ABOUT THE POWPR IMBA
TOXIC PoweR CYCLOS THR
INVISTRILITY.
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o THe HARDeSTAS 7

M e L. THOSe OF US WHO ARé
R OFTeN INVISIBILIZE) SCR
S THe Loypesr T & THROWING OUR Heetr :
H(’ WALLS oF THE PAJST Co

me Dowﬂ TC Re VAL A DIFFRENT TOMIRRO
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CLF -1 DeNTIF I
FAT, 0UQeR Fompe P?PFSP r?p;?il

WRITeRS, & conmyniy et pers in

4808
AUSTIN, TexAS, CAM@ ToGeTHER @g“v"a

b 10 VISIOD, HeAL,& CReATe. 0UT caMe THO PoweR F
= "FAT: THe PLAY, p PeRFOR MANCe INTeRSeCTlonA
\ 2\ PIece THAT suaRes coLiecTive eveR-evaLVinG

PLUMP COnTInyer
SYSTEMIC & InTeR
FAT-HATR D BY (e
THe NARRAT|VeS
WHO T IMPp
MofT.

' “FAT: THO PLAY" WORKS
SIMULTANeOUSLY AS A CALL TO
ACTION FoR OTHER FAT QUPCR FeMMeS
AN CDUCATIONAL TooL OF ACTIVIFM
FOR THoSe WITH PRIVILeGeD BoDlefS,
& b GUIDeLIne For ALl oF VS To
WORK To UNLeARN OUR
INTeRNALIZeD PREJUDICE
AGAINST FAT BODICS
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RIGINALLY WRITTEN & PeRFo)
THe FRoNTeRAFeST [N
ONC-ACT FRINGO THeATeR
WHOR® 1T WON pesT

710
FesT 7014, We kpve
: eXPANDOD THe |
PERFORMED 1T Twlce MOF
OUR COMMUNITY, BOTY
PeRFORMANCe S INCLUDeD Asl InTe
FOR DCAF /HARD-OF- HeARING comMu
MeMBeRS & A JLIDING ScALe PAYN
INITIAT IVes TAKEN T0 ALLOW THe
ACess posfigLe. INJuLY 2015
MATZ eXTenDeD yersion TITLOD “FAT
s MPTING 10 MAKe Tye PIeCe Aval
L quTSipe OF AUSTIN & ACRogs THe ¢

IT [y CURRENTLY In post-PRODUCTI 0

We 8eG [N THe W
YBY O rexrygy 1. i .

NG 0UR WoR p oy
eRY-
Y Mesrager o FAT
HATRED, 4np hen DISCysys
A JouRney o BEING AFRAID

We TALY ABOUT,
MONG OTHep THI,
OUR ReLATIONSH1pS

AC A batieir.



e on rULIIUA]
“'“\(’H, b o VAR
RACIAL 10enriTe.




ﬁ '_J He WAY FRONTeRAFeST I§ §eT VP IS THIS: PeRFORMERS B
N A NMGHT, & CAN DO eSSenTIALLY WHATeYVeR THeY waNi

OF THe Ti(KeT PRICRS, THe STRUCTURE OF THE FOSTIVAL, & THe 1

AUSTIN, We Knew IT WOULD BE GeARCD TOWARD HMOITLY unw(ITING T}
(IS, STRAIGHT PeoPLe.. WITH A 10D OF (NTeRNALIZD Biases. THIS CAUSED f

leTY FORTHE CAST

1\
B\
w9

@) OUR NITIA

" ALL ouk

wlRE€ M¢
THUNDeRoU
APPLAUSE. We
eXPeCcTIngG 10 A
COMPeTITI0N, BUT W

\

e oUR SeConD PeRFORMANC®, AT THO BesT OF
O ) wﬁg Q0UCH..FOR THE MOST PART THe AUDIC

7=\ e i I'
O FlLLeD WITH STRANGERS & THY WeRe DoK
W N/, HOCTILe. THEY WeRe ReALLY Uh RefPo

el UK D 10 oURk MeSSAGES, x LAUGHED
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7 RoaLLlY DOWNTRODDON & DEFeaTel
. A THen, T0 eveRYone's

sUpPRIfe, We MADe IT Ti
THe BesT oOF THe
FesT.



S BCT1y1s0 WOKS 4 4gp op WEFEREAT

MY PRIMARY INTRODUCTION To FAT AcTiviS M WAS THROUGH BloGé
LIKe TUMBLR.FAT:THC PLAY"& PLUMP WAS THe O — FIRST TIME |
RCALLY BUILT In-PeRSON COMMUNITY WITH L] \A\OTHO |

\
’ pl
¢b N
wu“‘R[”ARILY Cong IDER2 7Y g T1vign ppeviousLY :
//

A/ ] BUT THORR ARCBOOKS WRiTren agoyr FAT-
777 AP neﬁj IT IS AN ONTIRC ACADEMIC fiel) OF

THe pLAY" 10 even Be IN A Line4Ge OF FAT
PERFORMANCe ART AFTeR THE fTAGE PLAY

“THe panza monoloGues.”

Ve neveg exPeRlenced
ANYTHING LIKe “FAT: THe
PLAY" IN THe BeGInningG, | wWAS
QJUIT SO THRILLOD TO Be A PART OF
SOMETHING THAT WAS BY & FIR
c/d FAT FOMPES. OUR SToR1eF AR JO
0FTeN erAfed (N Queer froR1er &
&1 HUTORICS THAT IT FeLT REALLY

POWERFUL TO SIT IR A CIRCLE, TO
JHAR® FOODK TO mmsour}qe



v0Y YTRUGGLE &
COMPLeXITIeS oF

% BCING A FAT,
GUeeR FeMMe .

OF COLOR,

\ U




| ¢oT InVOLVeD
N0T BOCAUSR | WAS ACTUAL-
LY WANTING T0 MAKE ART OR
PERFORN [N A PLAY BUT BecAuse |
WS ReALLY CRAVING FAT QueeR (0M-
MUN(TY.., AND ALTHOUGH | WA
ALRCADY DOING A.LOT OF WORK To
UNLeAan MY OWN INTeRNALIZE)  pL 7T )
FAT-HATROD & TeLF~ LIATHING, / g7 '
N | WAS TIRRD & IT L\
~_ WAJ HARD.

45 We continve
70 yeer s WRITC& TH!
BeGAN 10 TAK@ SHARC
ReALLY CHALLONGE MYTel
VULNeRABLO & CPeh ABOY
gl MOST TRAUNATIC, PAINFU(
SR SOLF. 1T WAS NeARLY I

“’l‘“’*\‘!\\\‘ﬁﬂ'x- W\ GET PAST MY FeeLINGS oF
QN N & LACK oF feLF-WoRTH
W \\ O THE Fetttref Wege Jup

0 D0 (NG & VALIDATING

THIS WORK R?@Ulkef

A LOT OF Openness wiLLINGhESS 1o open

0LD WOUNDS, % 4 LOT OF STRONGTH. FOR THE FRST TIN, | ‘i
FOLT ReALLY £€€N & Help in MY Rnawnnemmennenefr

8 @IPECIALLY IN MY FATNESS. AND THIS ALLowed Me TO
WITNSS THeSe ReALLY INCREDIBLY PoWERFUL ITOR e @
D)

THAT ARC fo DefeRVING & WORTHY OF BCING HEAR).



ATV THIJ RADICAL ACT oF BCING YULNRRABLO
ALLOWeD MeTo Feel More CoMFORTABLE 0N
Sfﬂlt;(’ [HARING MY owh [TORIEf. IN A WAY
FELT LIKE We weRe CReATING foMeTHING
%’ oy THAT WATN'T ALReADY ouT THeR e, SUMe-

THING THAT | REALLY Neeped wHen 1 WASA YOUNG, <

W’ FAT, BROWN GIRL. |
, A =X,

f
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LeARNOD MY RELATIONSHIP TO MY BapY WILL ALWAYS e
COMPLICATED & AMBIVALENT & HARD - THAT JUJST Becavse \
| PERFORMED In THIS PLAY ABOVT FATRESS DoeIN'T MeAN THAT
I'M ABLe TO tove MY FAT BODY UhCOND(TIONALLY. THIS
WORK (S A hevep-endinG PROCeSS. | HAVe TO G(Ve
MYSCLF GONTLe REMINDORS THAT | AM CNOUGH 2

THINK THE MOST SIGNIFICART THING | L@ARNe.

TO noT ConFLATe OyR experiences AS FAT FeM

THAT OUR J17€S, GONDOR RACE CLASS, eTC, ALWAYSINFORMS 0V,
|en(es & THe WAYS In WHICH THe WoR( D See’ US & INTERACTS W]
W'RQ A COLLECTIVR OF FAT FeMMes WHO LIV AT DIFFERENT InTe¢
& OUR PROXIMITY Tlhege POWER & OPPROSSION IS SPECIFICTO Th
INTeRSeCriony.
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WOMEN SURVIve, SHO TAUGHT Me

4
LOVe, & @X(ST ge - HOW TO HOVe MY FACE, &

RO How 10 (uAnGe everthing B
CAUTe 0F THe Know-SN, i\l i o 10 poke X3

oons ooy AR MY Q00Y i orions TeeT Fer S
J7eR 5 7O DATURAL, eventiy ereS  JE
Move DIFFERNT.Y peCK?

OF HHER.SHQ TAUGHT 4

paln &SHe 4,‘;"@4

(74

ALLTHeTRANS- 7
FeMInIne popies &
SPIRITS I've Khowh con -
TINVE To TPACH M. NOT ALL OF
MY SISTORT ARC STILL ALIVe BUT
THEIR WISDON IMPACTS THe FOOT
STePS 0F THose STILL HeRP.
FeeL OUR eneRéles

MoLDING & SHAPIN

s
weg oF oD SCI0US-
ness (5 §0 VAST. | FeeLTHe 0 thAnée WiTH
RIPPLES OF THe UnIVeRSe FALL eACH OTHOR
DOWN LIKe RALNVPON M@, & AS THERAIN :
TOUCHPS M MY BoDY pecomes THe RAIN
Y & WATHS Me AWAY 1110 THe VAITNeSS 0F
e, Yol AR recunt me =
IPPLOS & 1KNONW Fe =2\
' - l‘zmo. T06ETHER ACROSS THE DItenslons %
AT = v uNTe W AR ALL 01, e ALl SN
(177 Fa C0CH OTHOR, & WO AR ALLTHE WIS™ =

- ciCeanr ani DIHPD(. .

\\

i /775



l“'{ ‘r‘ DOM OF OUK JIJIEK), VVUR tLvenw ———
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mA SEX
Y NAME | 5 CEYENN® D040 sHOW- I'MA

WORKCR, Sex WORKER ApvacATe, A FRIEND. A
A MefS; I'mM ALL OF Tre 48oye.
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P MY oF elTH
a“’f’ﬁ(g”sy (T 0R

s
/¢ /peel L1K
“Re 47 rue cenTer
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AT ACcerr
0 - WORK/,
1 wubl-F rHese nor. Fa,r/ff #og

&Iy, 1Meesshess, SRVIVAL, CenTg
Fie "fﬁ;ﬂfgf’f rbopy eLse ] o %0 xf me. zaé? /
ow M@ RIDICULOUSE L 7 D,
T, mu(f,,mf‘uu ALl Ceeste
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wmanseenoer”  \ i '~
WHICH THORE WASN'§ _
no woRD FIR 1T, o
THUY WOUL) HAVC DeFINITELY
FIReD Me.

00 Sex woRk TopAY?
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¢YO: CAN YOU TALK ABOUT
WHAT FOSTA/SesTA™ HAS 5
MEANT Fok The pegPle YOU LIV .
_of WORK ALONGSIDE? e i f

(eYenne: since $esTA/FOSTA I've HAD 10 STEP IN AS foR
OF A CounseLoR TO HeLP PeopLe WifH BReAKING U,
nor H’awnc THE MPANS, WHICH 15 CAUSING THE
FIGHTS, US(NG DRYGS. THeSe ARC PRIME RIULTS OF

SCSTA/ FOSTA, T HAV(NG THO ABILITY 70 ADVERTICC FOR

YOUR oW SURVIVAL, & (TS TAKeD AWAY THOIR LiyeLIf00D &
MY LIVeLIHOOY In fo MANY WAYS. | STARTED 6.L.1.T.5. [¢A)
& LesgIANS LivinG In A TRANSGeNoeR S6CIeTY] Becayse oF
TRC CHALLONGS FACING CoMMUAITY. THE WAYS We HAD To
PROTOCT puRSeLves wa DON'T HAVE ANYMORE & THATS ane
JF TH THINGS THAT SeSTA/FOSTA CLOARLY TOOK AWAY
FROA US-THIS YeAR, THe nuMBeR oF TRANSGENDCR DeAT
WAI MPReCepenTeD. . _——

]

SEX

WoR e

WORK!

FOR M€, SeX WORK HAS ALLoweD me T0 DO
A LOT OF THAT LiIFe WORK STUFF, Like epy-
CATIon & PVTTING MY LIFe In dRDER In A
WAY THAT | WoULDN'T neCeSTARILY HAW
HAD [Been wORKING FULL TIME.50 FOR
PeOPLe WHO ARe COMING HeRe FROM GVERSeAS,
HAVE Y0U seen THe DIFFICULTIeS OF S€X WORK I
CURRENT cond(T JonS, WHICH SPeCIFICALLY 4
TARGET iMry|GRANTS, INPACT THEIR d
ABILITY To Mpke A LIFET? -

DECRIFMINALIZE SEX\,

r— -

I SUCCESSFULLY MAINTAIN
HeLPeD PEOPLE FOR oVeR
S¢X WOAK. SeSTA & FOIT
(T A LOT HARDOR. VT
BeLieve THe LEADERS of

| KNOW FOR US, & we RC FROM HeRe,
IT's NOT €ASY. IF I DIDD'T ReLY 0N MY
ROGULARS, | WOULDN'T HAVe A ROOF OVeR
MY HeAD. BUT CeRTAINLY FoR THeSe PeoPLe
COMIN6 FROM OTHER PLACES THEY HAVe THIS







YO: GLITS IS SUCH AUNIGL
use 1t DIFFeRS FROM THE USUA

ROGRAMMING WIT
Cetenng: | FIND [T KARDTQ 52D 4 e, (S BHehrisiyit)

TO AN AGENCY THATS JUST Gonna PuT THe N WHEREAS YOU RESPON D
0N A LIST LKel TeY'ke Hhving A oS iyt Ao

YOU CAN'T JUIT HAVe ACLIeNT L L ouTA THEM To M€ET THEIR GOA
FORM & LeTTHEM GO. YOU HAVe To €1n) ITLIKe TO DO THe WORK
OUT WHAT THEIR neens ARO & (F THeRe's, APORSONAL WwAY
rohemms THAT Needs TO B¢ DeAL]
WITH IN THAT HOMENT.

> Sounp
A MOTHeR
Ah UVSHeRING

' n eDvCaToR Rolg
I'M A

. ou DEFine THe Kk
*“v r
P‘Hﬂu cH) 3 Armn;mpr HAT Y
| JUST WANTTo fee PegPLe wnw WITH e peopLe
M TIReD.OF GO 10 FUNERALS. WITH GLITS. a— A0 O JOOR LiFe Th

0500 e SMALL SUCCecses  \dian 2
unﬁ‘%%tnf Peoﬂeﬁemne mnmnnem - Y0UR WoRK?






ceYenne:
COOKING & HAVING PeopLe
OVOR THAT DONIT GeT To SHARC OR BROAK BREAD
IS 0N€ OF THe MOST AMAZING THINGS YOU (AN O, CIVING
SOMeone A Sense F taMILY. We OFTen DON'T GeT THAT IN
THIS COMMUNITY. JUST HAVING THAT UNITY & €XPeRl-
eNCING FOOD & COnVeRIATION & 4 Senfe OF PURPOSE,
THROUGH GRGANIZING TOGETHER & THROUGH eATING,
I'M ABLe 10 fee MY CLIeNTS Be HAPPY & GO, “I
HAVeN'T eATen 4 HoMe CookeD MeAl In Jolons.”

CYO:LeT*s TALK aBoyT J oy
. 1 KhO
& YOV €xPeRlence & SHAR® In JoY i
THROUGH FOO).

i YO\{’(,% ;{, ;L;AT'I Bey VTIFyL
: LK ABogT Yo :
COOKING 1N HeeLs“ whjcy :g Rrb}gti}efef

ABOUT YOyR LIFe [( LUITRATED THROUG H

YOUR Recipes?y Hat poes (7
. S Fee( ke

IT FeeLS Goob BecALSE IT'S
SOMETHING | HoPe A PARENT CAN ReAD.
MY PAReNTS HaTeD foR Me To Be IN THE
KITCHEN, ‘CAUTe THeY AUTOMATICALLY ATTACHeD ITTO
“YOURE A SISSY.You fHOVLDNT B¢ Dolné THIS." FOOD IS
LK€ TH NATIonA [ (oMe oME.You CAN BREAK THe eViLesT
PERSON'S SHIT BY FEeDING THEM; THEY MIGHT o1 Like You OR YoUR
GeNDeR, BUTTHY'LL Have T0 GIVe,“You (AN (00K, MoTHeRFUCKeR"”
BY HAVING A BODK OUT IN THe WORLD, ANOTHER PerSon LIke
ME CAN SAY, "1 CAN DO THIS, [ CAn Be PUBLISHeD- | CAD BO
A PART OF HISTORY” | MAY Be DeAD & Gone, BUT THEJE
IMAGES OF Me & THeSe ReCipef ARe HERe FoReVeR. Wil
DIANA [ToURJ@€] 2 ZACKARY DRUCKeR caLLéD Me Re(-
ONTLY THEY WeRe LIKe,“You've been ARCHIVe)
In_ FLAWLESS JABRINA' STUFF. BecAure Th







PN A
> A CONVERSATION WiTh MIRNA HAIOAR

I AM IN LAW SCHOOL. I'M GRADUATING IN A
Few MONTHS & | FOCUS A LOT N COMMUNITY BUIL-\( PROCeSSES, MeANING How
DING & PRISON ABOLITION IN MY WORK. I'M A CHAIR || ABUSIVE/oPPReSSIVe 1nJUS
COORDINATOR oF THE MUSLIM ALLIANCE FOR SEXVALK| | THe HARM WITHIN OUR Co
GENDER DIVeRSITY, WHICH DOCS WORK AROUND QUOPR |/ ITPLAYS OUT IN PeopLe As
MUSLIM COMMURITY & THO OTHER 0ne IS TARABNYC, /| OR APPLY S0Me accounT,
WHICH IS A0 ARAB/MENA[SWANA g, ASKe) TO () foME
Riecwn LGBTQ 0RGANZATION THAT A" s e WA
I'M Co-CHAIR OF = \\N (0N VERCAT

| D6 A lOT OF WoRK AR6l

IN LeBARON | wAS 0ne OF The (O~ FoUNDERS
0F MeeM, WHICH IS one OF THe FIRST L6BTR
ORGANIZATIONS. WO HAD, AT THE TIME [ L@FT 1N 2010,

ANANHT 2AA ArTiiln MAuDAAT THIAN 1 W LAL INdITAN TA






WHeN | FIRST CAME TO M
THERC WAS N0 ROOM FoR M AS A
MUSLIM [N MAINS TREAM LGBTO O,
ALS0 In ARAB GRGANIZATIONS, | Fel
DISROGARDED AS A GUOCR MUSLIM. 1 |
UNACceprapl 2; 1T DOoeSN\'T MAKE sense
CXIST A5 BOTH THefe IDenTITIes “and Tt
STARTED L00KING FOR CoMMUNITY THAT ¢
THOSe FRAMEWORKS AROUND JUSTICO. [ .
ZCOLLOCTIVO OUT OF MY BASeMeNT In M
JAS 8ALICALLY 4 PLACe T0 HOLD Convo
Eg?mu FOSTeR PROJOCTS. T WAS
5 PONTE TO MemBoRS” Gwh PeRSont
€5 RELATED 10 THeIR (DeNT|TIeS,

UNFORTUNATELY, In ORGANIZATIONS,
LIKe even THe MosT RADICAL OneS,
THERe WOULD B SOME IMMIGRANTS | COULD
MeeT, BUT IT'S A DIFFERENT KIND OF €X-
Pepience BecAUSe THeY'Re hor LiKke FIRIT
GEAeRATION OR GeneRATI0N 76RO IMM| -
GRANT. |n MOST (@FTIST ORGANITATIONS,
THORY VORY RAReLY soMeone WHO IS
A New (MM{GRANT (N A LOADERFHIP
PoS(TION, AND THAT HAJ ALWAYS LefT
Me FeeLING ALlenATeD & ALORC.

ANOTHER CHALLENGO IS How Do We
0PORAT® AN 2CONRAMIC JSTICE MODel?
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HOneST|
CGHPL&I MentA( STAL

Te(Y on My Rl
%00 MY CLIMBING. CLIM|
A 8IT MORe comMUNAL &
MAKe! M@ Feel (Ike ! cat
HAVE A §TAB(e LIFe, DesPIT
ALL THe CHALLENGeS.['M CUR
eNTLY FACING IMNIGRATION

el (HALLENGET 8 (T'S JUST ROAL
TIME[ HARD To OVeRcorre WHILe USHeR(NG THe au

COMMVRITY (0 4 WAY. AND fo, ROALLY (F [ DID)"
0T FeeL SANC AT ALL. | JusT Mtl)l;ﬂepnvc r?AnR
NOVEMBOR. (NEVER THOUGHT THAT To ge poss(BLe;
TReD To RUN Fop one MINUTE, 4o fecopdf & coucd
MANAGE & foMeHoW NOW | RUN Fog HOURS. |

— fRivitece & 4
S{EJ’HHG.C

THING To L{ye
WITHAS A ReF-
UGee. 5o THATS
e

INITI00

KoM Now 1S
THROUGH My

'

\
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SMPLY THe

ABADIFA FTan~u.a







IT AL REALLY STARTED DoInG SoMe TesT
RUn”alk %&%LUHPI FOR MARD| GRAS. MARDI GRAS
IS MY FAVOR(TE HOLIDAY BecAuse IT'S 5 DAY ¢F HALLOWeeN.
S0 |AUWAYS GO N COSTUME, eVeRY YeaR,& [wAnTed To frep
UP WHAT | WAT DOING, 50 [ SPenT $1l6 0N A PALETT ¢F
FACE PAINTS. IF ‘fﬂ% 60 BACK ON MY INFYACRAM
@ MYNAMEIS PHLEGH) T0 THOSe FIRIT™ Logks
[ (D, L UseD T0 HAIHTAG THeM 3s
| Like “TRIAL #1 TRIAL#2" BecAUS
THAT's WHAT THeY STARTED
OUT AS. I'M SeLF TAUGHT
(N ¢veRYTHInG (DO M
A STUDeNT OF THE
SCHOOL OF
YoUTUe.

i

‘%2&130’

| Feel LIk
. mnﬁnn IS Af
o ING, IT SoMe
o'.:t" Y Level ¢ HJ.NMD{

THAT OTHOR People
THAT' NOT HOW [ APP
DOING. FoR exampLe, | b

HY(P'[: A ToArnal s o

="\



C%\Ud

42

oML A ITHLHCN, NHILH |

MY DAY T DAY LIFC, BeCaust
A Level oF TRAINING jeVeRYONe CAN'TTeA(]

FeeL L1ke eveRtone can' 0o wHaT (1 DOIG,
CLF AR ARTIT FeRLS WwelRD, I'M JuIT A Pegs
ART. mONeY & MAKING [T BIG (5 NOT A 6
IT'S A HOBRY, IT'S A RCLEAJE (1Y A (A



| THINK AS
A KID WHO
CRew P oh THE
InTerner, | REM-
eMBeR geinG 13 ok 14 in
CHAT RooMS JuST BelnG A
TROLL, | ReMeMBeR Belnéon
heoPetS & BeING ¢n XANGA
& (1VeJOURNAL, 50 THE INTeRneT
A S ALWAYS BeeN A Joke To Me,
LIKQ | neveR T00K IT 100 SeR lous-
LX. THORO'S THIS JORT OF FLeeTing -
Ness. [NSTAGRAM CoULD THedReTI(-
ALLY GO OFFLING TOMORROW & 1
HAV® NOTHING ON THe INTeRneT
LEFT 0veR. THeRe WAS ATIM@
RecentLY WHeRe | noriced
MYSeLF BeinG LIKe," | Hope  (
POOPL LIKO THIS, | HOPE Pegp(e
onjoyY THIS LooK," 1T WAS

¢

AROUND THAT TIM@ THAT |ReALLY
STARTED TO NOT LIK€ THe
WORK THAT | waS PUTTING
OUT & | HaD 1O Re-

s RARAIAR

B
(i

*&3{ \
"

¢
S

ALy

i APTIONS AR
& FOR 15 feconDd

va7 RN

THAT'S H
APPROACH
As A POR}
LOOKS T

Plece OF A

LIKe THe PlcT

>7 PAST, | JUITI

: ABLE TO e
'

A NOT Be THI
WHATOVER THE FU
on, Like IF YOU h
Youl BANK ACCoul
FOR LIKe ANOTHE]
1§ SuCKinG & 1T




CENIEK & KEITLIY
MYSeLF WHO I'M DOING
MY WORK FOR.AT
THe enp ¢F THE
DAY THe WORK |
(ROATO If FOR
M@ & MP
ony.

FOR THofe 15 $@(0
WANT PegpLe 10
FORGET ABOUT Wh



A4S A New ORLeANS
NATIVE, | REALLY ReALLY
LIKe BALD CYPReSS TReeS
WITH THE HARGING hoSS.
N WHON | 500 THEM elTHER :
4%y FURTHER OUT [N THE SWAHP
e K8 OR INTHE CITY 1TSRLE, |
25 ALWAYS ST0P & STARC AT THOM
. ge(AUSe THEY ARQ SORT OF
200K & HAGGARD & RAG-
DY BUT ALSO PROTTY &
TIMpLeSS.

SOMETHING VeRY SoUTHERN
GOTHIC AGOLT A BALD 1 |
CPRUS. THOSe KInDS oOF ’ THROUGH THP USe oF seLF-PORTRAITUR
THINGS IN FLUeNCe MY WORK. MEDIA FACE PAINTING | RALLY NANTTO

[iAMACD TA NATIo ACRIZAN DoV ICZ1AlI( A
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PRACTICOS. MY WORK IS DetPLY keote) |
SANCTITY OF AFRICAN ReLIGIOUS FACC P
IT IS A cONTeMPORARY VENERATION oF Al
OCULAR CALLING oF THe CoRNeRS. A VIS
0F THO SPIRIT, AN OPTIC RECLAMATION G
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Q T WAS AROOLRD !
TIMe THAT | STA
ReAD THe encyYcl
Because even TH
STILL DIDN'T KN
THING THAT WA.
PROT@STANT APPR
FINALLY Seeinc
WHeR THINGS
Been ARTFUILY
4 FRoM THe WOy

ot

LIT 00K Me un
.vp/mpme fCHOOL T
10 THe LeTTep

b
\

=

—

-

MY paRENTS’ House on
MULTIPLO OCCASIONS. GOT THWART

BY MY PARONTS €VERT TIM@. GeTTI
geaten DIDN'T BREAK M@. BeING €MO
TOYeD wITH PIDN'T BRCAK M@. HA

HIDe MY GenDeR, POLITICS, RELIGIO

MY SouL, DIDN'T BREAK Me. HAVING

THAT (couLD LeAV@ & Live NY LIFe

B0 FALSC BROKE M@. [ HAD A FULL
_. Tic epIsoDe.






THere IS one THING THAT [ DISC
THAT RCALLY FReAKeD Me 0UT Con

THAT | HAVe A SPIRITUAL can

THe FA®. DeCeMBeR 5™ |§TTgl |

=g OF THE YeAR THAT, A((ORDH}G“_ ;
THe WILD HUNT RIDES.THI

SAM@ NIGHT THAT | BROKQ. COULD

CIDeNCE, OR IT COU(D B¢ THAT I

WeAKNESS FATe DeciDeD,To TAKe A

MY NUMBeR 0N /T
SURVIVAL STRATeGY HAS
ALWAY S Been 0BSeRve & unp-
CRSTAND. [ DODN'T De Eine THInG
LIKe TRUST INTHETAMP WAY |
LN LRI LTINS T0 M@, TRUST
wouLh I TRUST MeAn s knov- SR Y S L LALA
NG Someone WILL Always ATIERZIIRMIA
SRR TR /(T GIVen A PARTIC-
RICSSRRNY /L AR STIMVLYS. THUS,

FOR M@ To TRUST SoMeone
o7
DN | MUST Be ARle To dBierve

A THEIR BCHAVIOR oveR
7 HYTHRY D0 AT QA @ &
. (ONYTHRY D0. THe SaMe
\"J(,~—APPLIES TO INSTITUT/ONS,
\ SOCIAL CONSTRUCTS & BeLloF
7\ SYSTeMS.THIS WaS seM |~ yserut
IN SCHOOL & WAS BeCOMe AN

ABSALUTOLY MANDATORY SUR- 4
VIVAL STRATEGY n

PRISON. :
HOP® 0 SOTZ 1Ay NN
GRTOUT S0 | CAN N

&




LIVQ MY LIFR AS
THe STRONG,
PM POWEReD,

WITCHY WOMAN [AM
MeANT TO B¢, AND |
PRAY THAT THIS T|ME

Wy =
e (og !ﬁg{}wns WORTH ()

C



CON CARING LIBERANDO LA WITH LOVO, LIBeRATII
COMUNIDAD QTBIPOC UNA OTBIPOC COMMUNITY
PLANTITA A LA VOZ. PLANT AT A TIME.

fa, CCUANDO FUC LA ULTIMA V2 QUe BeBISTE AGUA? W HN WAS THE LAST TIME YU D]
“r,‘i&,j(umwo FU@ (A ULTIMA VeZ Que OBSERVASTE SU WHON WAS THY LAST TIM@ YOU Loox
‘:; € ¢ PROPIO CUCRPX Y ADMIRASTE COMO creces? OWh BODY AND ADMIRED ITS G
3\4 5Te HAS FIJADO e eLesPACIO QUO HAS CREADO  HAVE YOU CHOCKeD In WITH )
Y PARATI MISMX7 YOU V¢ CReATeD FOR Yo

;HAS eLIMINADO LAS COSAS QUe YA hoTe DAN HAVR YOU ReMOVeD THe |Te
PROVRCHO7 N0 LONGER WORK FOR
;SABeS L0 Que NeceSITAS PARA PROSPERAR? DO YOU KNOW WHAT You neep

70 THRIVE/

Q LAS PLANTAS Se HACeN €STAS PREGUNTAS TDOS

v LOS DIAS. @NCUeNTRAN NUEVAS FORMAS ]@ PLANIS ASK THeMSe LveS THeS@
PROSPERAR CON O SIn ATENCION CONSTANTC. SON  eyeRy DAY. THEY FIND new wh
UR TRIBUTO, UN MOMeNTO De ALeGRIA, un WITH OR WITHOUT CONSTANT (AR
ReCORDATORI0 De LO Que SOMOS CAPACeS D@  ATRIBUTe A MOMENT OF JOY, A Rem|
SOBREVIVIR A PRSAR De LAS CONDIC IONes. We ARe ABLe TO SURVIVe De.

CONDITIONS.
I

O
AL







SOMOS UGSIRXS PROPIOS Y | \:\p7 /| < —MA
SANADOR E’S; IMAG {hense S : ROMe)
KECORDAMOS SeR TAN V/ IS
AMA BLeS (ON NOSOTRYS / OURSeLeS.
MIrMXS. CUANDO NOS ASK OURSe
HACOMOS €STAS PREGUNTAS, 0UOST |0
eSTAMOS RECONOCIENDO 20000
©0@ [0S SISTEMAS Que noS

RODeAN No PUeDeN SURROUND
conTenernos .

COMO PLANTAS, TAMBIEN  — /@ o

VIViMoS eNunMunDo We L1ye
QU DeSAFIA Y ATACA  THAT CHAL
(ONTINUADAMenTe NUESTRA U ke
PODER TODOS LOS DIAS, Y N N A POWCR §

I NP HPM() O(\RDAK




QUE LA LUCHA Do Debe
SR UN REQUISITO
PREVIO PARA LA ALEGRIA.




¥

%’&L

ADoPMﬂuMno OTK)YHHM‘M { eNTONDER QUP
MERCCEMOS eL DERECHO A UNA BueNh NuTRICION Y AL ACCesD W\
A ALIMeNTOS SALUDABLES. HOGARCS LLehos De PLANTAS QUe NOS
ALIMENTAN, Y €L CONOCIMINTO e NURITRAS PROPIAS CULTURAS
e IDIOMAS PARA SoSTeneRNOS CON LAS COMIDAS DO fUeJTROS
ANCOSTROS. en WASHINGTAN, DC, CON PLANTITA POWER, TeneMoS




CINCO HOGAKRES (Ol - 00 30 VARICDADES L‘f' FRUI

[ uJM& uwm gJ{) L:iwm\ LAS coopenpTiv
' 'ﬂh LAS PeRSONAS QTBIPOC. Ur rﬂw

ALF@IZ4ReS Y CeRCAS DeMueSTRAN

CONSTRVIR UN MURDO €N eL Que

]\{Y M’ll MOS [A SOBORANIA ALIMEATARIA




L SISTEMA ALIMENTARIO eS UNA D€
LAS WASMAS potenges. T0DOS (OS
DIAS Tenemos NUCSTRAS PROPIA
BATALLAS; LA CoMIDA QuO
(OMEMOS Se PleRDe entTRe el
RACISMO, el TRANSANTAGONS MO,
CL CAMCITISMO, oL
CISHOTROPATRIARCADO, LA
eLIMINACION De NURSTRAS
IDeNT | DA DS EAHOCACHA
POLICIAL SUAOPRESTON
oSTATAL Y MUCTORMAS
¢ CUAN u }uﬁ LA OL TV
LD eypues De
(OMeR c-,)u( SoNTISTe (@)
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IARIOTANLD OUC
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SCNTARDOS Y D m“ul
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NUCSTRA COMUNIDAD

AMBIen CReucA.




WASHINGTON, DC, Se HA CONVERTIDO en UN PARAISO GASTRONOMICO Sol
LOS CotoniZADokes, LoS GENTRIFICADORCS, LOS (IS BlAnCaS Que O
ONCLRRADOS €N VeNTANAS TANALTAS Que Puepen 16NORAR LA VIOLENCI
A DIARIO. DeJAN AL ReSTO en UM escASeZ De (OMIDA, un (ONCePTO QUe
MAS ALLA D@ UN ARCA GEOGRAFICA Soh COMUNIDADES @
LeCHUGA 2N LAS HAMBURGU@SAS De MACDONALI

ACCOSO A ARANDANOS €N LOS MUFFINS De T-eleven,
OPClon Do PAGAR POR INSTACART. PARA LA COMUMID
DISCRIMINACION 25 UN Des(ep
ASIGNAN UN GENeRo De FoF
en 10§ SUPCRMERCADOS, Rev
AL IR A LAS Despensas De A

105 ReCHAZA LAS PROTCIO
CRANDO BARRCRAS S0C 17105
WASHINGTON D H
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1HC WH I CI
AL S 1Dy CDACD |
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1IDVRA L s oNn Ui/
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US (NA FOOI) DesepT: A
YIRETCHES BEYOND A GEO
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MmANCH, L] ) VO YV
p AT DT11115 0 CPAM |
CAI L€ 1L AU '
(AN} ONLY AFFORD BLUCHERRIE
1) [-CLeven MUFFInS & Do
NOT HAVE THE OFTON
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OF DeL ACCESSD

NUTRITONAL  DUTRICIONAL
ACCOSS FALLS  VURLVE K SER NULSTRA a@

(€ TORE AS KeSPONSIBILITY RESPONSIBILIDAD €NTRE LAS
[V QUROWN COMMuUNITICS: COMUNIDADES. SIN (OM IDA,
WITHOUT FOOD, We (ARROT ConTInve TO  NO pobemoS Se6UIR LUCHAND
FIGHT FOROURCOLLLCTIVE JoY. S0 WHEA We (olecTiVAMeNTe POR NeSTRA ALOGRIA. ¢
10GETUCR BUILD THOSE GARDEnS In TTHe Homes CUARDO JUNTXS CansTRUINOS es1os JAR
OF QTBIPOC INDIVIDUALS We ReKA I CASAS D€ LAS PeRSONAS De  QTBIP
¢ CURNDO FUC LA ULTiMA ez QUe BeBISTe AGUA7 2N WAS TH € LASTTIMe YOU
CCUANDD Fue (A ULTIMA VRZ Que 0BSeRVASTR Sy WHENWAS THE LASTTIME YOU LOO
PROPIO (UCRPX Y ADMIRASTE (OMO (RE(?S?ZT@ BODY AND ADMIRD |15 GROWTH
RAS FIJADO @1 @LeSPACIO QU HAS CheADO CHeckeD N WITH THe SPACE YOU Ve
PARA T1 MISMX? ¢ HAS @UMInADO FOR YOURSRLES HAVE YOU ReMov:
LAS COSAS Que YA ho ¢ pAn  ITEMS THAT 110 LONGEK WORK
PRONRCHO? ¢ 5ABeS Lo que YoU U0 YOU Know WHAT 10U Tiee
Neces|TAS PARA PROSPERAR? [N ORDER TO THRIVE?
Ler TH PLANTS AnD YouR  DeJA Que LAS PLANTAS Y
) D THE TUS MANOS encuentRen
’ALING YOU needb LA SARACIon
QUE NeceSITAS PARA

" LIBORARTC.
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BOFORR FIRST CONTACT / ]

VU & T !
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VKL 60D FRoM OUR W S 7

BoDIe S \'/ ‘ }E?HT
10 /\ o WA

FoLLoW 4 MY CeNDeR 15 ToMBoY

B

Il THO TIMCE, & eopLe

BN 1 i

AT THE Y HA

HORHED mou]‘H ABOUT MY ID@NTITIES:

'™ QUeeR NOT JUS
OF A TeRRESTRIAL V SCRUBLITY, BUT AL
IYLAHD ' \ gurwﬁen | SAY
UeeR POLITICS (T M
e )l n!n\ JEL Y, fogr%ArJ’. TUETICP



& LIBERATION MEAN FOR InDI
BLACK FOLKS, TRADS WOl en OF (
WOMON OF COLOR, FOLKS WITH
WORK ING CLASS& (MIMIGRAN
Y¢S, Queer (oMMUMTeS 100
(NTERSECTIONS?
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I
&5&&%«2& il

Y
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MY POCTRY IS A SPACO
Be MY WHOLe SOLF. IT'S
| CAN NUTURC & fROTEC
| AM. 1AM 6eNDERAUI
INDIGeNOUS CHAMORU F
BODY CAD QUeSTION THA

A
<

WOVeh WITH
THe SILVeRY
HAIRS OF OUR /i
FORZMOTHERS ,

X/
1 (A. HT WRITING HAS SAVel
A ] \L MORR THAN Oncesince
MOLTeN JYNYe 've Been HOSPITALIZE],

( \V AR RIC WARDS SeveRpal TIN
\ J OFDDPLRGSNODMTTPHH

(i 0! [T o w



vr ~—", | FYA FIS, TUCIKT |3 JELT
SK

\ OF THe NOST IMPORTANT
e T0 SURVIVe.
'\ d AND NOT JUST To 5y
\\..- ) BUT 10 THRIve.
e f-’ )
A Z

NS




/ //"‘ 1\ /|\

\ ( /" MY PoeM AURIGA” IS My T/
R ¢! FuTURISH THAT IS AL

\ /} /o SRR  THe PAST.IN [T, | TRY To Re
A TR VIO 1\ (0IGenous CHAMORY

| AN 11101 (0SMOLOGY & SPIRI

' T0 CAST US LIGHT . - IRLILSREDSLIYI]

Ty - RCHeD on MY own. BeInG &
e ﬂ}gf‘g‘ IOHFGS%E?S_ e THe DIASPORA MCANS THAT |
, : SLCRNROIIN 1 Plece( oF A PU721€ 10/
AR S 11| SRR N 0F MY (ULTURC, HISTORY &
L THO cLuSTeReD PAlM... . - BREILREPRAL NI
O P R 1'/¢ ALWAYS FOUND THR FLAI

YT TS G D BOAUTIFUL, €SPeCIALLY (TS 8l
R AGLUNN IS LI (AN BC FOUND 0N THe MA
A 2RI A  NHCfe 'M FROM. & THORO'S

RPARY  (HAMORU JSTORY BCHIND HOY
A (ANC T0 Be-A TRAGIC Love

REEEH  YOUNG MAN & WOMAN WERC |
50 CACH OTHOR BecAuse TH¢
DIDN'T 621 ALOnG.OF COURSE
Uep 10 see eACH oTHLR,BUT
INCRRASINGLY DIFFICULT.THE
B\ TAKQ THOIR owN Lives,STA
eACH OrheR
BY ATReL. 3 A

STAR CONSTe- ' \ T
LoD I PICT ' /"

¢COR De ‘ _

06RAPH FORM BY MO ﬂ‘: /e
ARCES TORS THOUS .. o

YeARS AGO (N THE RITIDIAN Coldth, |
caves OF GUAHAN. PAIRTED (N ) A

0oep ReD, AURIGA IS DerLcTe) THe RooT




AS AN OPen-FACED RAIND W
F;Snec?ar FPREAD APART. hOT ONLY TRee eve|
D0 STARY HAVR (MMense £P IRITVAL ReACH NG
poweR In ANCIENT CHAMORU COSMO- THe PeTALS We
LOGY, THeY HetPeD MY ANCESTORS NAVI- WH|Te TO

GATE SRAFARING JOURNEYS. ;



Hen TRUMP Gor elecTeD, T
WAS SITTING WITH MY FR1€ND MARY, &
W0 WERE JUST LIKE “TRANS peoPLe ARe GOIN

TO LOSe ALLOF THeIR RIGHTS 1n THE hexT 4 Y
We DON'T even HAVe RIGHTS NowW, 8UT (T
GONNA GOT WORSE. We'Re GonhA HAve LeG
PATSCD AGAINST US ACTIVOLY'THERe WAS T
oh TWITTeR-1DON'T KNOW WHO SHE 1S-WH
00T THAT SAIDY WILLPAY FOR ADY TRANS Pe
DRT UATIL | RUD OUT OF MONEY.JUST MSSA
TMeSS AGeD HeR & SHe IMMEDIATeLY GoT BACK

— {ASKED, “HOWMUCH?" NO OTHeR QUeITIONS. THA
“L THINK, OH, THERE'S ACTVALLY A LOT OF ped
WOULD B WILLING TO FINANCIALLY SUppo}
TRADNS PeOPLe (F THeRe WAS AN
PASICR WAY To DO IT. THAT
wAS A LIGHTBULB MoMeNT;
THAT ITS POSSIBLe TO
ReDISTRIBUTe FUNDS o
IND A WAY THIAT HAD

TRUSTS TRAD we
/ Peom.*clzowl)wnl)
AT THAT POl
0
.

oy

~—

\ oo

[ ol

VeR 500 pegple fieh UP, We
He Q (enTeR & PARTICIPATED [N AN



\ M PUT TOGETHER & we GAve ouT foMeTt
, $5000. PeopLe's FACRS WeRe LIGHTING UP, g
Ewitker) were Like “no one's ever JurT Glven Me o

WANTS Me To PRove I'M TRANS OR ASKS Me FOR ReCe[PTS FOR THINGS
AFFORD." POOPLE ARC ALWAYS WANTING THINGS FRoM TRANS PROPLE
FROM PSYCHIATRISTS, WITHOUT URDERSTANDING HoW DIFFICULT Thet




A

¥ T'S No §PCRET TH
S TRANS FoLKs HAV@

dREE 1170y BARRIORS UP AROUD
AIRBZl Wo ARe ReDISTRIBUTING |
AN ARERI vTHouT CaTekeehnG.i
ARANSRE L e ACTUALLY DOR'T ASK

N e ke WORKING WITH T
QUeSTIONS. Wl ASK THEM
INFO, TELL THOM WHAT WO
MOSTLY THR CALL [§ CIV
TIMC TO TALK ABOVT !
WANT 7O 500 HATPON. W

RIGVTING RESWRCE) |

BUT ALSO, 17'S IMPORTANT
FOR US TO B¢ ReAL ABOUT HAVING
THAT POSITION, wHICH IS A PoSITION OF
POWER, TO HAVC ACCeSS TO THAT MONCY &
To Be REDISTRIBUTING IT. Ne'Re ReALLY
TRYING TO BUILD THIS PROJECT OUT OF OUR
POLITICS, @THICS, & InTeCRITY.ESpeCIALLY
Al AN GRGANIZ ATION MOSTLY RUN BY WHITE
/a‘r PEOPL, IT TAKES TIMO, FECDBACK, & CHALL®
eNGING 0Ne ANOTHOR TO eFFeCTIVeLY 1
/ CROATe PROGRAMS THAT, FOR XAMPLE, GIV  [A
Id| STIPENDS T TRANS PeoPLe WHO ARC OR %93
HAve Beeh InCARCeRATeD OR ARe SeX
WOR KeRS.

-
7
z 4
A






() 8 @

@ HAVe A LOT 0F peor(@
WERVe RAlSeD MODeY FROM sote BIG

| sa) IAL MeDIA PUSHRS. AND | WANT US

LIKe, WHO AR® We B0oSTING? WHEN We DeE-6 "

Clpep 70 DO A FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN FOR TR

WOULD Be IMPACTING.We ALSO WANTTO B¢ !nTé

TIONAL ABOUT HOW we (Se OUR SOCIAL Me[T

¥ D 0N ATe ART OR PUTON ruom D
20l VS. We've GoTTen A Few GRANTS
TOWXER CALLY CONSC[OUS ABOUT THe g «
WAY We BUILD QUR SoCIAL MeDIA PAGE,
(OMMISSARY FUNDS, FOR XAMPLE, We WeRe ROALLT
THINKING ABOUT WHAT KINDS OF Com run | e
10 OLoyATe VOICeS & FACILITATE DIALOGAS
AnonG THe TRANS COMMUNITY. gl

T 'S Been ReALLY |MPORTANT FOR US
Bvaves ; OUR INTENTION FOR LONCP)
WRT STRUCTURC OF THe ORG eARLY 0.
(HARGING IS REALLY INPORTANT. | TRY
f| WHY 'y DOINGTHIS; IT CONDECTS TO W
VISIBLY TRANS  QUeeR. [T'S hoT JUIT

OWN HAPP [neSs, IT'S ALSO BeCAUse TI
bonpi 0 Litln 1t T RY (PO ING MP MI



FRUTL C WU NS &y LN

MoRe KIND ‘T0 GUEER PeOrLe In THe
0R \ETHEY ARE QUeeR THEY MIGH)
Less ALope _ 0R Come OuT Soone

\



=M ) FORMER 58X WORKER, HIV+& HAV [DNTIFIe
I BInARY & FeMMO FOR ABOUT 5 YOARS NOW. [ GReW U
VIRGINIA, WHOR SYSTeMS OF OPPROISION LOok Moke BLUNT
THAN THE PASSIVONCST OF THO Weir COAST.THAT SHAPCD MY
(NG INTO THIS WORK, BeCAUSC I'VOHAD TO NAVIGATe THC
A BIG THING We'Re WORKING ON [f BREAKING Dowl) THE f
NAMIC OF HAVING ReJOuRCeS PeOPLO WANT, THe MoRe TRA
WE ARC, THO MORC petPLO AR LIKY, “THANK YU ok YOUR HOI
STeAD OF BeATING ARounD THE BUSH” Wo HAve T0 QuesT /ol
TRUCT THS® SYSTOMS & BRAINSTORM WAYS TO MAKe THEN
ACCessIBLe. THINKING OVISIDe THe BOX & TRYINGTO F
YOURSELF IN DIFFORENT PerSee(Tives IS KeY Ih D¢
WORK In A WAY THAT ReheFITS eVeRYOpe

——

= WANT T0 Be CLEAR THAT We'Re NOT SAVIORS OF THe iL_/
B 1RANs commun [T Y.weve MADe MiSTAKES A WE'Re
ALWAYS LOARNING. 0ne OF THE THINGS I'Ve geen STeeRING ="
US TOWARD AS THe DIReCTOR (S ACTVALLY HAVING LeSS
POWER. 1DON'T WANT TO Be THe PERSON MAKING beCISions
ABOUT HOW MUCH MopeY To ALLOT To TRANS PeopLe WHO
HAve JPenT TIMe In PR1S0n OR FACe RACIAL DISCRIMINA-
TI0N 0R HAVe T0 NAVIGATe IMMIGRATION, BeCA/Se I'M
NOT A PART OF THOSe COMMUNITIES. THATZ ALSO WHY We
GLVe MoneY To OTHER ORGS WHOSHOULD Be MAKING
THOse DeCIf(onf,NOT US. 0UR PRIVILEGC now [ THAT W@
HAVE A FunPRALSING MACHINE THAT 1§ ABLe TO GEN -
CRATe WeALTH, S0 | WANT T0 USe THAT PRIVILEGE TO -
GET 10 A PLACO Wun







”4/?7//]& ﬁTJ /S 77./ M
FUWENT 45l LPVCHGE

§18-YANG: 1'Ve BEN DOING MARTIAL ARTS FOR A ReALLY LonG TIML. | §TARTED
WHON | WAS 12 OR I3, 8 8¢FORE THAT IT WAS ALWAYS FRESENT I MY
LIFC. | WAS BULLIED. | GReW VP IN VANCOUVER & we weRge LIVING In A
MIDDLE-CLASS ARCA BUT We weRe nOT MIDDLE CLASS. When | wenT
T eLeMenTARY SCHOOL, A LOT OF WHiTe KIDS TRIeD T0 PICK On Me
BecAuse | wAS SMALLOR X ASIAN, BUT THEY were MIDDLO-CLASS
KiDS THAT DIDN'T RALLY KNOW HOW 10 FIGHT, & | CAM@ FROM A
VIOLONT HOUSCHOLD, SO ende UP BeATING BACK THO BULLIeS.
T0 (0P WITH A (0T OF THe DOMSTIC vIo(en(e (N My HOME,
| IMAGIneD eveRY DAY WAS A BIG ADVeITURC. | THOUGHT, "My
HORR.IBLe PARONTS ARC Like THese GIANT MONSTORS & | HAVe 70
SURVIVC THEM, & RUN AROUAD, FIGHT BAD GUYS, & ROTECT THE
0nes [ Love” [T WAS MY wAY T0 MAKC §efis€ OF THINGS 1N
A FAIRYTALe SeTTiNg. ADD
FROM THORE | STAKTED
1A Kwoh bo0.
AMBCL: | STARTED KUNG
FU BeCAUSE OF SZe-YANG. |
W K2 WIS M ACTOR InA LAY THAT -?2.., 2.
NN, WA e WRore & S2e-4ne B sy My
‘ % (HOREOGRAPHED THE SCeNeS WiTH "3’44;;{'{0”
S, FGHTING.AS A WARM-UP S2e- 144
= YANG HAD US Do DIFFeReNT STANCES. THeRe
MULTIPLe STADCES THAT WeeMBODICD THAT JUS
| DD IT, SOMETHING CLICKED. [T WAS MAYRC
| FELT REALLY ALIGNED, Like A DDOR 0PN
eVeN Know exISTED. | FOUND 1T HARD
JUST VERY INTENSE; MARTIAL ARTS IS A
7@, MASCULIne- DOHIMT?MPH(? ir's N
72 BUT IT’S MILDLY ACTIVATING WHeN The

"YoLIym ‘151 1Y




Acwnm REALLY HeAung BUT lkem
NOTICING MY exTERDAL ReSPONSES, &
ADGRY 3 A LOT OF SHAMC AROUND B

T0 3¢ RCALLY SUBMISSIVE 3 AFRAID. |

| WOULD HAVe THIS COMPLETE FRee7




§Y: | FeeL ReALLY FORTUNATE TO HAVe GrowN UP tIERUTIAR VLS TRN4T B!
STRONG WOMYN oF KUNG FY/ FILM. | THINK HAVAI RIS RTINS R R Rl
(RN TCRT L AR UIR ST THAT M WeAKER, INCOMPETENT, & UNINT
ANV WV CCDNRAY MALC |S BeING CALCD A WOMAN OR QUEeR & 1
N R CR LI TRAQE oD ASIAN MALC BODY 1S Seen AS POWCRFUL
VN INESAR (ORI (AL. TS NOT PRFECT BY ANY Medns; |
NURGIORDIATODH C- 0FTen 1T's noT iNCLUSIVe OR ACCesS I
T LT~ BASeD. BUT N THIS PARTKUIAR S§F
IMAGRS OF POWERFUL wWOMYN
YCOH, | HA
3

W

o=y

AK:
| FoLT
RCALLY
ALone &
ReALLY WelR D
In TeRMS OF
CHILDHOOD STUFF.
[ wAS BORN 1N
MALAYSIA M CHINESE,
BUT we IMMIGRATED TO (ANAD A
wHen | waf THReC, % |'V¢ Been
SUPeR DISCONNRCTD FROM CHINESE
CULTURL. | DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT ANYTHING
LIKE KUNG FU, & 1T WAS heveR A THING | THOUGHT OF
DOING. | JUST FeLT LIKe IT Beronged 10 Me BUT IT DIDN'T & IT



DIDN'T FeeL Lixe | beserved 10 Be THeRQ. BUT 1T Al§o FelT SO IMPORTAYLE

| FOLT THIS AMILIARITY, (1K€ MY BODY WAS LIKe FINALLY, SHe FounD HER WAY Bl SEEloIxe
[NII'.G(HUM ISTHC FORM OF KUNG FU We'RE CURReNTLY TRAINING IN. ! REALLY|HINQMIIANY!
OF IT. THeRe wAS THIS GIRL WHO WAS BeInG PURSUZD BY THIS CReepY WARLORD WAL MACART
MARRY Me” & §He DIDN'T WANT TO, % SHe GETS HELP FRoM THIS WARRIOR Monk ATV AURIL]
§HO GOeS & KiCKS THIS GUY'S ASS.




5Y: |
GoT InTo
wing (HUA
BeCAUSE

iwANTED
10 D0 SOMETHING
THAT WASRPALLY PRACTICAL. AS A QUeeR
ERSON, who IS OFTEN PERCOIVED AS A B
WHOSO SexvAL & ROMANTIC LIFE HAS QFTen B¢
| HAVe expeplencep THE RACISH & SexuAL HARASS M
He GAY WoR LD. F RoM Men (noT excLusivery BUT MOST
TO DRAG M€ OR MY FRIenDS AWAY AT (LUBS & Tou(HING
10 HOOKUPS THAT 60 FROM GOOD 10 BAD ReAL FAST
Sense OF BoLbneSs 70 SAY no, & W
Ve HADTO Pu
T

BREAK YOUR FACZ/MeN seeM
§0 SHOCKED AT THE NOTION THAT AR ASIAN PERSDN
HAS THE ABILITY T0 REFUSE, ¥ IF THY ¢onTINUe T0 PHYSICALLY PRIUE, AR

QY01 MORe SHOCKPD THAT AR ATIAR WOULD FIGHT FOR THEMSPLUPS. THOSe MOMENTS Have
ALWAYS (€ FT M@ WITH THE SCARY & SAD THOUGHTS OF THE FOLKS THAT DIDN'T dk(awn i
SAY NO OR DeFenD THMS Lyes. THAT'S one oF THe Reasans | CONT Inye T0 i
DEePeN MY Know(ed6¢ & SHake RACTICAL MARTIAL ARTT WITH
QTBIPOC FOLKS, CAUSe | know THE ReALITIES OF DANGER, &

THAT T AFFeCTS OTHeRS eve h MORETHAN
M.







SY: | THINK FOR ASIAN FOLKS THeRe' fo MuCH SHAME THAT WE HoLD, eSPeCIALLY
WITH STUEE LnkeD T0 OUR CULTURE, LIKe LOSING OUR RATIVE TONGUZ. LK@

W€ SHOULD ALRCADY Know. WHITe FOLKS AR Like,"| (AN TPeAK JAPANESe KORCADN,
CHIneSe" THeY DoN'T Feel THe BAGGAGE OF LCARNING A hew LANGUAGE: [T JUST FUf
FOR THEM. SADLY THIf OFTen LeAveS US DIfCehneCTeD FROM GUR ROOTS, BUT
NOT oh MY WATCH. GROWING UP | WAS CONSTANTLY TOLD, “YOU'RE NOT

(HINeSe, You'Re T00 DARK) BOTH BY MY exTendep FAMILY &
BY THe CoMMUNITIES In VANCOUVER,

PERFORMING KUNG F
i§ THe ONLY TIME | AM (LA
THR CHiNese CoMMUNITY In A P
WHEN '™ PRACTICING WING
FORMS OF MARTIAL ARTS, | Fee

AN




ARTS 1h ASIA IS SUCH A LARG
STORYTOLLING & €XPRSS[ON. AS
KUNG FU, MeD ITATe WITH KUNG
INTERACT, ViO'LE’ﬂHV!ﬂTERA("}; ns

PLATFORM T0 ¢XPRESS 50
DIFFERENT §




USUALLY, THe FORMS HAVE A (oncePT. So
THe FIRST FORM IS (ALted fIV RIMTAU; |
THINK 1T TRANSLATES TO“LITTL THOUGHTS In
THE HOAD” IT'SSIN6L@ ARM MoVeMe TS, wiep €
YOU'RE (CARNING HOW TO [SOLATE % KnoW

WHERE YOUR eneRGY IS. THE nexT FoRM
IS CALLeD (HUM KIU; THe CONCepT oF
THAT One 1§ “SeeKInG THE BRidse”

OR “SINKING THE BRIDGE." 1T NHen
2 POINTS CONTACT, SO WiHen You
CONACT TH OTHER PeRSoN'S

o ‘) ALk

| THINK THATS THe BeAuT
YOU'RC ConneCTep 10 THIY
MOMENT 50 YoU'R€ GO
OUT How 10 68T an
MANCUVER IT. THE
THAT—THERe'f
Successions o
68T peepeR |
Bl Jee. B
THING Wen
LOT MORe
d eye



Moue }THIS ARM RecAUSe |
Know WHERE |

Fee| THe

(ONTACT

poinT”




sY:
FOR A LoT oF QTBIPOCS, We Liven
FIGHT-OR-FLIGHT. We'R¢ S0 USeD TO FIGHT-
InG, eVeN WITH eACH OTHeR (omeTimef,
WHICH IS UNFORTUNATE, BUT (T HAPPEN S
T00 'CAv§e We'Re AT SUCH A HIGH
FREQUENCY. §0 ONC OF THR THINGS THAT
WING CHUR Gves IS PRACTICING HOW TO STAY
(ALM & NhOT eSCALATe. THeRe AR A Lot COF
PLACES In BeTween 0 & (00 THAT WecAN
DIAL I\ TO, S0 THAT We DON'T HAVE TO
60 RIGHT T0 100 & WHATOUeR THAT TRIG6CRS
IN US. HOW DO we SINK, How Do We ReTURN To
A PRACTICQ THAT'S PHNSICAL, THAT'S GRoUNDED.

AK:1've Been DRAWING A LOT OF ef fons
8. INSPIRATION FROM KUNG EU In HOW
M TRANG TO THINK OF & PRACTICO

RESISTANCE, ROVOLUTION, & HeALING. BRuCe Lee WR
ONe LeSson 1S on ReCeVING SUPROKT, & ieLdinG, Guor|
THC OTHER I 0N FLOWING TOWARD CHiGs e
TRANSFORMATION Mo Iy DT

PLACC & THe
YI2LDING RISC A
WHEN We H/
YI0LDING,
UNDERST00D /
BACK OR GIVIN
wAY BRUCO L@d
& THC WAY
(T IN WIRG CHY

TUAING INT
LONGS 7

PSY(H
TOXT
PRACT]
“Ylewing" 1
MINDFUL Sens



66

% 0UR BODIeY. | F
1§ AN €NERGY OF D

heceSSARY T0

TRANSFORN




AK:
ONe OF MY FAVOR (Te WING CHUN
Moves i§ CALLED PO P&l JUNG,
WHICH NHRS 10 CARRYING THE SIGIN £
WITH THE DMAME (F THe DeCeAsed I g
A FUNRAL IT'CA DOULBLE PALM
MANCUVER THAT MOVRS LIKe WATER,
YSOFTLY” AT FIRST, Sn(Ing s WAY
AROUND OBfTACLef men ENDS WITH A
POWERFUL STRICC. IT DemOnsTRATES
THO SHAPO - SHIETING QUALITY OF
WATOR & THO MINDFULNeSS THAT
MoveMonTs FOR SoCIAL CHANGR
HOLD & Nneed, & IT REMINDS
M OF HOW BRUCe Le¢ DeJCRIBeD
WATOR:

Hno-,r
THE WOH

Y1eLDING &

WATOR, YeT IT Per

THe HARDEST, INJUBSTAN

eNTeRS WHERC NO ROOM

IS §0 FINC THAT IT 15 IMPoss|BLE

GRASP A HANDFUL OF IT; STRIKE |

YOT IT D0lJ nOT SUFFER WPT S48 1T,
IT IS NOT WounbpeD.. IF Yoy TRY ToO r{é’MPMkP

LOS@. eMPTY YOUR MIND, Be FORMLESS, SHAPeLO)

NOW YOU PUT WATER i A CUf, 1T BecomMes A CuP. You po

INTO A BOTTLO, [T BeCOMeS THe BOTTLE... Now WATER (AN F
OR DRIP—OR CRA(H! Be WATER , MY FRIEND”

~THe TAO OF GUNG FU BY BRUC

WITH CUNG FU, YOU'R® MOVING THE LIF@ FORCe OF THE COSMOS W]
YOUR BODY, WAICH OFFeRS A RCGNERATIVE WAY OF APPROACHING CHANG
D IFFeRONT Tan A (APHALIH PARADIGM THAT FORCOS US TO WoORK

QU D oL 10 THD CRAUND X i 0 AL (AP TV TH/



MAY “ROWARD’ US [F WO “DefeRve |1 enOULH? WHen | Moy@ THROUGH =
PO PAI JOUNG, | FeoL LIKE We ALROADY HAVC ¢VORYTHING we need FOR
ANOTHOR BETTER WORLD; ONO THAT WO DEJERVE & DeJperATeLY nee),
NOT ONLY CAN | FeeL THAT IT'S PossiaLe ) CAn Senfe

THAT 11'S ALRGADY HORC WAITING FOR US TO
JUST LeT IT FLOW.




W MY GRANDMOTHER WAS KIND OF A MEDIC 1he
\/ IN CUBA & DIO A |OT OF HOALING, & LeAR|
M § HOR GRAnDMOTwR,x THese weRe THING
LoARD FROM HeR. fo I ReALLY PLeASING TO
A SIMILARZKIND OF MeDICIne & KIND oF CAR
w MY OWNBLIFP, fHe Ufe
O« PROSPEET PARK In B
WAS A

RPEOPILE'S MEDIC TS

ORIGINALLY THE THING
THAT ReALLY (NTERRJTED Me
WAS HORBAL MEDICING, & ACUPUNCTUR® WAS
SomerHinG | TRIeD BECAUSE | WAS DEALING
WITH MY Owh \LLRESS. | WAS DEALING WITH RALLY
Sevore AnemiAd WAT HAVING REALLY HeAVY
PeRIODS & CeTTING DepLeTe) & VeRY FaTIGURD
WHER | WaS (N MY 70s. ARD | HAD ACUPUNCTURE



WHICH IMMeDIATeLY LIFTeD MY €NERGY 1N A WAT ig
| WAS ALMOST SUSPICIOUS OF. | W NG AT
VIOLENCe WORK & PROGRAMMING WITH YOULH. AND
wHen | (N BeTween JoBS AT on€ POINT | 6
CALLY SICK & JUIT CRATHLD &€
OUGHT, "Tmr IS THe Ting;




THIRD ROOT STARIGD"IN 2008 AS A | (thi

HOLISTIC HeALING SPace WITH THO h%t»
PRIMARY THING ABOUT IT BeING

THAT IT WAS CoLLecT)veLy Run. | =
OuR SPACe IS [N THe SToRCFRONT OF A |ITTLe

)
PLACO IN DITMAS PARK WHICH IS ALSO knowh AS //

7

[ —

|

A FLATBUSH NCIGHBORHOOD [A BROOKLYN & 1T'S A
ReALLY MVLTICULTURAL nel6HBoRKOOD & TH Nexuy$
OF A LOT OF DIFFERCAT COMMUNITIES. We WORK ReALLY
HARD To Be A SPACe THATY AcCess (BLO & eMPaweRING &
(OLLABORATIVO FOR CAMMUN(TY. THeRe ISN'T THe fense
THAT we, WHo ARe DAING THe HeaLing woRK,
ARC THE ABSaLuTe €XPERTS, Access,
LIDING SCALC Feef, scualARS HiP
PROGRAMS BRE CONTRAL T0 WHAT

IF YOU LOOK INTO THe HISTORY OF T
HPALING KoVeMenTS, YOU FIND THAT FoCla (
& VICe VeRSA. ALONDRA Ne(s6/) W RoTe AN A
BOOK ABOUT THe BLACK PAATHERS & THe
AROUND CReATING HeALTH JusTice Mo
THAT WeRe ACCOSSIBLE. AND ACUPUNCTU
A DCeP HISTORY THAT CAMO THROUGH TH
PANTHERS & SaCIAL JUSTICe MOVeMenTsS Bef
OR NIXON @VeR WenT TOCHINA. ACUPUNCT UR®
MeDICINE & 1T WAS PUT INTO A CONTeXT 1
WeRe HeALTHCARe CenTeRSypeafle (OMi
FRee, peoPLe GeTTInG TRAINED Togho |




gy | (VICKLY & EFFECTIVOLY AdtGiABLe ToSHgY

OTHER . THIS WAS ALWALIECoMMUNITY=RA DS

WAS ALWAYS PART gfe®N UNDERSTANDING OFSK

COULD 8 FOR PeoPLe. THIS HAS ALWAYS Been leople’s
T0 Me.




A

[URING) THe LAST NaLose conrerence, WHICH ORIGINALLY WAS A hoNPROFIT GROUP THA
ABOUT FAT QUOR COMMUNITIES ORGANIZING . CReATING VIBRANT CULTURC TOGETHER,
ONe OF A GROUP OF PeoP(@ THAT PuT TOGETHER A HeALING JuSTICe PRACTIC® SPACC. THE

0F DAYS OF THe conFerence WA ReaLLy FOCUSed ON & 0

o BLACK, INDIGENOUS, & PeopLe OF COLOR ComuniT1eS.

L

A

i

NOLGSE HAS Beeh A ROALLY
COMMUNITY THATS GLven SPACe

ReALLY expLORe TH 1DeA (F WHA
B¢ IN A TRANSGReSTIVe BODY AT A

FAT PeOFLe,in PARTICULAR, ARP Seen

\/

: | FeeL LIke one oF THe VeRY BASIC THI
A HeALeR WITH CHRONIC PALR DoeS FoR M

HELPS Me Be AwARe OF MY owh €neRcY

REALLY He(PrUL. Belng consciovs OF eveRy

IF I'M NOT, 1 CoutD FALL DOWA OR InJURe

‘ CONSIDER THe PHYSICAL SPACE I'M IN & WHAT'S

’ THE HOST Compar1ABLE FOR Peopte INCLUDING T
T SUPRIfe Soneone WHo's MaYBe neRuous ABouT Tk
“AspgncL THe FIRST T|MO. | USe MY OWN LANGUAGE T0 GAUGE

BRING MY FOCUS (N.“DO | need T STRAIGHTEN 0
ME THAT GIVnG M@ PAID RIGKHT NOW?”

\0H, 0KAY. I'm Gonna

MOV OVeR THIS WAY"

AS | WAT FIRST STARTING TO
DEAL WITH MoRe bisA EILII!?'Y l

THOUCHT 1T WAS GoInG 10 GET IN
THE WAY A LOT, & THORO ARQ
THINGS THAT AR DIFFICULT. THeRe ARC A LoT oF
LOGISTICS T0 MANAGE, BUT In TeRMS OF
ACTUAL PRACTICING ane Oh One WiTH peo-
PLR [T ACTUALLY BRINGS Me CtoseR.Thege
(S SOMETHING ABOUT MOVING THROUGH PAIN

GALADRI
Moz ee LeG




& ILLNOSS & DOALING WITH YoUR OWN
STUFF THAT Hones Yoy To e ALe T0
SUPPORT OTHeR PeopLe DoinG

THe SAMe.




THeRe AR?
A LOT OF ACVPUNCT-
VR POINTS THAT HAVE VeRy
FOeTICNaMeSs HAYe A LOT OF
DIFFERENT INTeRPROTATIONS &
TRANS LATIONS & MOST gF THEM AR®
VERY VISUpL.TH e IDep BEHIND A LoT
OF THE ConcerTs oF acUPUNCTURE |$
THAT @ACH HymAN BeING ISTHEIR
OWh T0OPaCRAPHY, THEIR Own
PLANCT 0R THeIR oW LANDSCAPe.
SOTHORE'S HILIS & vALLeYS THAT
VARY FROM PORSON TO

S0 THERE'S A WAY THAT rye

H
PRACTICE (TPeLF Recogn|zes
OUR COMHOMHTY L

THeS¢
PoinTS AR

0FTen GeoGRAPHI-

cAL. THey'Re OFTEN

ABOUT, L1ke, THe “GREAT
MOURTAIN” & THeY USUALLY v

ROFER TO & PHYsICAL POINT ”“;
IF YOU'Re STANDING AT THE TOP 0 T'“‘B

PLACZ YOU CAp fee eVeRYTHING ARouN

nTs
XO0U.5£0 PART oF THE NATURE OF THEse POl
B CA seﬁﬂomnwno PPRIPPCTIVP.LIKgR
LITERALLY HAVING A PSYCHIC .,
HISTOR(CAL PeRsPeCTIVE 1T
e YOUR OWN LIFR.




FOR INSTANCe TO DEAL WITH PAIN, how YoU CAN LoOK AT IT & Yov Cou(Dn
YOU'Ve ReACHe) THETOP OF THAT PeAK & Now You CAN fee THe LANDSCAPC ARoUND




WJIL/ IR/ C
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\A’ YA P
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-

X

REFLECT O AN
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IN (964 WHen Fannle @l
L0V HAMER VenTUReD
UP SOUTH TO SHARC A
HARLLM STAGE WITH MALCOLM X &
SAID, "ALL kY LIFQ I'Ve peen
SIK's TIeD.now I'M SIK&

TIRED OF BING SICK KTIR®D,
HeR SICKAESS WAS 0T A MeTAPHOR

BIACK W
TeLL Me
SICKNeSS |
HeR DeSIR
IMPeneTRABL
MY BUACK MA
GIAL WHO WOU
WITH InTenfe gUTS
REQUIRED HOSITALIZAT
wAS onee A B(ACK GIRI
necleCT & SPAT IT
SR BACK OUT AS -
sIcKness. o aesEolie

IT WA A Rel 7Y AN Access
ISSUC THE WAY HeR Bopy

BORQ THO WelGHT oF THe LABORS
[T WAS ASKED 10 PERFORM.




MY MARA HAS wmmen HeR L1Fe T0 WORKING 1
(/l//‘/vlf’ DISPAR(TICS AMONGST (oW IncaMe BLACK (OMMUNI

MY MaMA IS OFTeN SICK &



BeGAN TO CATCH UP WITH US |
S0 SUDDeNLY. STAY-AT-HoMe!
ROST! GRleve! rrODUCC!
HEAL! GRGANIZC! HOW?
| THINK SICK BLK
WIMMIN HAVC
Been NAXING
SO (e OF THIS
FOR A LONG TIME.
SICK AS I 1LL beVIAN,
PERVERSE XSS ve. BLK AS I
BLACK OF AFRICA IV DeSCONT & OPAQ K.
WIMMIN AS [y CoLLecTIVe, heyeR SINGULAR & exceeding
+ SUBVERTING + ReJCTING BINARY (on(ePTiONS OF Genper.

NTOZAKE SHANGE CALLOD IT A “METAPHYSICAL DILeMMA” | THINK SICK BL

W IMM{[\-FROM MARY Jones, PHILLIS WHeATLeY UP 10 HARRIET TUBMAN (ARRID ON BY FANNIC L
FURTHER THROUGH FLO KenheDY, AUDRE LORD, June JORDAN, MISS MAJOR & ALL THe QUeeR
WIMMIN + FEMMPHOODS WP FIND HOME IN- HAVE Been KNOWING SOMETHING DeeP ABQ
eMpATTLeD SURVIVAL. T ALSO Does noT SURPRISe M@ THAT A DeeP TRADITION OF Sig

o ORGANZING % CULTURAL WORK COMeS OUT OF THe SOUTH. | THINK A L0

8 HOW BeInG SO CLoSe LiTCRALLY & FIGURATIVOLY TO THE PLANTATIONS OUR A
ONCe STeWARDED MARKS US & SHAPES THe WAY We Move THROUGH THE WORLD. S0

SICKNess IS PRODF OF THE weATHER, OR THATTHE CONSTANT DURESS BLACK FOLKS

TO MAKC LIFe OUT OF HAS IMPRINTED [TSeLF ONTO OUR NERVOUS SYSTOMS.

H{HAGE INGPIRED BY (OVRR (LLUSTRATH
STALABLE OF THE SoWeR® |
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S

OGS g WHEN WE TALK ARDUT HOW SoUTHER BLACK FOLKS FACC AUARNING

(HEALTH DISPAR(TIES” We AR SAYING THAT WeARE SICK. AND nOT SICK

TP BechUSe THeRe IS SOMETHING INHeRENTLY WRONG WITH US, BT Bec USe

THO WORLD WE'V@ Begh GIven UNTO STRUCTURALLY & SYsTeM— 4
ICALLY DISRUPTS OUR ACCeSS T0 WeLLhess. ———

-
-



<WWK WNE SICK BLK WiMMipv ¢y,
‘oR "WVOW-HOW FROM AN A¢
wngNESS of oup Wivep,

f p W@ AIN'T LFT WITH MUCH CHOICe BUT TO GET FAMILIAR Wl
\ THEM, 70 LEARD TO dpen OUR MOUTHS & NAME THeN (‘cause noBODY eufe
THIS IS THE WORK OF eMBRACING VULNERABILITY'S CHARG TO TAK® FuLL (AR

OURSeLVeS & CACH THER. IF VULRERABILITY IS THO BODY'S WAY OF ReSpohDlI

SOCIAL, POLITICAL, & envIRONMENTAL INCQUITIES & DRAWING QUR aTTenTidh T0 |

"' —_—
. = F i e -\:.
e = = CE . N
' / s A N
S T =
i N 0% 7 : .
1y R, )

IT COMES AS N0 SURPRISE THAT THE MaST vULneRABLE ARE
OFTEN THE MoST SKILLED STEWARDS & CARE TAKORS. ARD In OUR WHITC



SUPREMACIST CAPITALIST CISHETeROPATRIARCHAL SOCIETY IT (OMeS AS h
THAT THIS CARe WORK IS SevereLy ynpervaLued. BUT SICK BLK WIMMIN Kho
LABOR OF QUR LWVING IS SOMETHING INVALUABLE THAT
CAPITALIST METRICS COULD heveR HOLD.

o sru SOMEONE, SoMETAING, MEEOS T
el



<> SR SRR 4 Al

AFTER A YPAR OF

1. BY N
| LOVeD You MORe THAN THE SKY.

| LOVED You MORC THAN THe TREeS AT FULL BLOOM & THO COPALLI
THAT seerS BLOOD ReD THROUGH THE HUSKS OF MAIZE IN THO FALL

YoU ARC GOhe AMA MY BIRTH GIVeR
THE SKY ILLUMINATES MAYBC AS THEY el StoRieS oF
WARRIOR WOMAN GIVING BIRTH IN MOSOAMERICA OR

APACHO WARRIOR WOMEN wHO (6D
DIFFPRENT REVOLTS

BeiNG NP AND
MeXICAN WAS HARD

w\muﬁ SWeAT, BLOOD, TCARS TAUGHT me THAT

= """"’Fif | LOOK AT THO LAND & S€€ THe CRIMSON €ROSIONS (F THIS "

PANDEMIC | See How (T IS BeTICR YOU ARe AN ANESTOR now -

AS | KNoW FOR SURP YOU WOULDVE HateD SeeinG ALL THIS DRAMA
YOU WORC SUCH A SHIT TALKER

WOULD TALK YOUR ASS GFF ABOUT THE NCIGHBORS BEING WASTETUL & 1 CONTEMPLATS

[F THAT HAD TO DO MITH OUR WAY OF L|F€ & oUR CONNCCTION TO THE LAND OR IF 1T
WAS JUST PART OF YOUR ANGER AT THe THINGS YoU HAD T0 STRUGGLE THROUGH

when Y
A0 et €
LAUGHING

cvamh wdk LA™

/

a






| WONDeR
HOW Y(U ARP KeePING ON LIVING In Me

IN MY ALTARNEXT TO YouR PICTURE, SAGe, MY
MeDIcIne BUnDLe, PICTYRES OF Gone L0VeD ones

A SHRIne T0 OSHUN.

| | WONDER [FYOU ARC HERE, AND WHERQ | GATHER
THe STRRNGTH 10 KeeP ON GOING SInCe YaURONE
YCARANNIVERIARY OF LeAVING IS AROUND THe
CORNER

AND | STRUGGLE TO BReATHE THROUGH THIS
PANDEMIC

| | | COMe FROM YOU, BITTERTWeeT DeSERT FloweR
A THO FAGGIEST AND SWe eTesT pFSPRING YOU RAISED
| WilLKkeep YoU, AnD Hope AS OURPEOPLe DID
FURVIVe

THAT LSHALLTOO, AND WITH YOUR M€ MORY BY MY
f1De

| WILLBO THe QUeeREST, welkbesT, KINDesT,
Z DT MOST QUTSPO ke, BROWN, LOVING PERDN |
4177 Chn Be. IWILLBQMQFULLYIRYOURHOHOR







2.AS WO MoVe
FORWARD I

THOSO TIMeS ALL

| CAN THINK OF

oW 15 Hol ACK

IND16ENOVS AMORICA!
PeOPLES HAVE
SURVIVeD

i M S J
|3

CeSTRA

o{TRAL MEMORY RESIDES
OUR CONNeCTIONTOTHe LAND AND OUR CONNeCTIC
TO OURHPALTH ARe T1€D

INTHEMIDST OF THIS PANDEMIC | HOP@ THAT We
ReMCMBER

RCMEMBEOR THOSR FALLOI

AY THeIR NAMeS OuT LOUD
CAY THEIR NAMeS OUT LOUD
AY THeIR NAMES OuT LOUD

NOW MORC THAN €VeR we heed To RURN OlR



MeDICI NS, PRAY,C
AID

0LLeCT OUR STOR1@S, USe OUR

RTIONS AS BeST We C



FROM ACJACHeMeN AnD TONGVA LAND

10 OHLONE LARDS.

LGARN THE HISTOR10S OF TH PROPLOS'
LARDS YoU ReSpe (1.

PRAY, FIGHT, ROMEMBOR.
PRAY, FIGHT, REMEMBeR.
PRAY FIGHT, ReMeMBER. THIS Plece IS
HOAL NOT POSSIgLe WI
THE NATIVR AND %
WOMEN AND TWO §PI
MY LIFO




W
Rev




MUTUALATD ommzme 44
A o e

‘T%G SAN JOAQUIN VALLeY (s) :) I 5y

IN CALIFORNIA HIGHLIGHTS THe  # 4

INTERSECTIONS OF SYSTOMS THAT ‘. '?é’vgﬂk%
HARM THE MOST VULNERABLE (OM- Qfﬁ ¢

MUNITY MEHBERS. AT PLAY
ARC eV IROMENTAL RACISH,
PCONOMIC INEQUAL ITYZ
LABOR XPLOITATION,
OBSTACLES TO eDUCATIOL =
ATTAINMeNT, & TH CRIMIM -

NG
LIZATION OF COMNURITIES OF '
COLOR. MORe THAN A QUARTPR é’

# e INMARCH?
DISRUPT lons CAL
GATHER & STRATEGIZ
CENTRAL VALLEY coM
~ CRTICAL heeds
| BASIC Needs s¢
DeMANDS FOR RO
ACRCATING p
CoLLecT|Ve TH
THeSe ¢FFORTS

MILLION WORKERS ARC non- =
CITIZenS, WITH AN estimaTeD ég,lm a

112,034 IMMIGRANTS

BeInG UnpoCUMenTe DX

DOSPITe BeINGTHe BleADBASKeT =
0F THe COUHTRY HADY VALLEY

WORKERS €XTeRience ConCIrTenT & CentRAL VA
SOI0R0 HOUSING & FOOD INSRCURITY ﬂ L, AD & TméLR icn
THe BROADER CENTRAL CALIFORNIA NETWORK ((

LANDSCAP, KNOWA AS THE CeNTRAL VALLEY)
IS HOMC TO HALF OF CALIFORMAY STATC &
FEDORAL CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES & ORE o |
DeTeNT Jon cenm L HAS Beeh bupBed
PRISON ALLeY?

AS A QUeCR & nonBINARY LATINY BORN &

RAISED 1N THE SV FRoM A MweD STATUS
FAMIY 1 knawl Howl INFRODIRIY

. AS ORGAN| ZeRs, We'T,
S ORKS 10 Be TIER UNDe
SUPDORT THe FOLKS MOST 1M}
PANDEMIC, WHO WeRC
\|ULhCRABLE BY LIVING & ex
ConyeRreGence OF THe InDUST.
IN RURAL CALIFORMA: THC P
COMPLEX. THe NON PRO

]



© COMPLEY, THeMe!
COMPLG)!,& THe MIL 11

POWCRFUL , BRILLIANT, & ReSOURCEFUL OUK
| NDUSTRIAL COMP,

(MMURITIES ARE, S

Defpie oUR |
CONTRNT.

8o



AS A Co-FOUNDER OF CV M AN, 1T WAS IMPORTANT TO
M@ THAT OUR R€SPONSE Be RooTeD IN CoLleCTIVe
(ARe & CARe WORK, LiBERATORY ACCeSS,
(NTeRD€Pendence, Anh ACcess INTIMACY,

€S PECIALLY DURING TIMES CALLING FOR fOCIAL Q
DISTANCING. We MeT WITH COMMUNITY-BASED 3;
GROUPS THAT CenTeRCARC T0 BUILD Oh €XISTInG |

KNOWLEDGL. | FoeLGRATEFULTO B INCoMMumTY O

WITH QueeR SIBLINGS LaCALLY & nATIoAw1De S

THROUGH 11eTWORKS ONLINe & IN PeRSON WHICH /ﬁ
HAVE Alowep Me 10 BUILD POWER COAST TO COAST
AND ACROSS BORDERS, I LUDING TH RIDGE WOO)

~ MUTUALAID neTWORK & NORCAL

ReSIST, A POWERFUL ORGANIZATION BASeD IN
CALIFORNA WHO HAS SupPORTeD OUR WORK BY

TAKING US unbeR THEIR WinG.

THOSe WHO HAVe KePT SHoWING UP ynDersTAnD
THe COMMITMeRT of beep SOLIDARITY, THE
COMMITMeNT TO BeTRAY OUR PRIVILEGR, k THE
COMM ITMONT OF BLACK & INDIGENQUS LIBORATION.
BUILYING AN INTERGENCRATIONAL CoLLe(T Ve OVeR
elGHTCOUNTICS wAS PossiBLe BY ensuRing A
BOTTOM-UP APPROACH T0 CONNECT FOLKS 10 A
CeNTRALIZeD HUB OF SHARED VALLRS & A CRITI(A L
FRAMEWOR K Ro6TeD ) BLACK & 10D JGeNUS
TRADITION. :

( ﬁﬁﬂ;\n&’%







ATTHOROOT OF CV MAN'S WORK IS HeALING OUR CoLLeCTIVE
X IMAGINATIGN BY ADDRESSING ePSTeMIC INJUSTICE. AS MARGINALIZED 2=
PEOMES, WP eXPRIENCE THIS INTWO WATS. THe FIRST 1
2~ 1 TestiHonAL ST wheke fauks AR naT /11
M BOLIEVED DUP TO PReJUDICC AR® ASKED 10 PROVIDE A SUBSTANTAL
AMOUNT OF eVIDENCC. AnD FINALLY, AS HERMENGYTICAL InJWTICe
WHORC COMMUNITIES AR SYSTeMICALLY BARREDFROM ACCesSING  #
VYN THe VORY LANGUAG T0 haMe THeIR expeRriencest cvAn
AU AY 1S GIeN US THE PLATFORMTC ADDRESS THese InJUsTICeS & PooL
i ( \ OUR RESOURCOS & WORK TONARD HeALING JusTICE, ABoLiTioN,

It

(| TR
i \\

} WORKOR - 0WN@D C00PeRATIVES, & MUTUAL AID.

AT THE TIMC
0F wgﬁmb N JURE
PR ;
x CONTER 1N
AR) ARE INTENTI0AAL mmnce’}; Eﬁacx.ﬁkﬂw
e ABOUT INDIGENOUS, DISABLED, MIGR

— LGETG+ PEORLC INOUR CF|
I WHIL TARGETING THE
UNINCORPORATED ARCAS
THe SIV.

ALTHOUGH THIS STAKTED AS COVID-19 ROLICF,We'RE GRARING UP 10 CONTINU@ SUPPORTIN
INPACTED PEOPLR INTHE OV, PARTICULARLY AS THC STATE & LOCAL GOVERAMENTS Reoten pesp!

CONCERNS, TO CONTINVE BUILDING POWCR & RESILIONCE. THIS WORK Kas seen MoveD ALONG §
100 CADY g (ARAD AE Ailood TRANC £ GoOMD-MANCARTADMINE PRI OF CAIOR W



82

IR S RV Y] GEVRL ) IR LTIV TRV WAL TR B WA Y e T =

FOR aUR suwwu FOR OUR LwethmD & THE LIVELIHOOD OF QUR FAMILIES, BOTH Bl
CHOSEN., We BREATHE LIFC INTO eACH OTH€R We HOL) CACHOTHER, We Beuevﬂ THAT W
OUR WORK IS eVeRYWHe?e.

FERICKER. M. epISTEMIC InJuTTICe: POWCR ANDTHE €HACT OF KNOWING." OXFORD: OXFORD Univeafity PRESS, 200
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Thank you to all the contributors, who shared
their experiences, passion, and vulnerability
so deeply appreciate the
opportunity to learn from all of you and your

with me. |

lived brilliance.

To every friend, love, and comrade who
transcribed an this,
recommended participants, who read my
zines, who talked me through my process,
who weighed in on an idea. We need support
networks to thrive emotionally, creatively,
and spiritually, and | am so grateful for the
queer people in my life who've played many
different roles in my growth as an artist and a
person. Thank you for the feedback, the
compassion, the challenges, the insights, the
care.

interview for who

To Artist Trust, which awarded me a grant to
start this project when it was just an idea
blossoming in my head in 2016. To anyone
who advocates for, or participates in, the
redistribution of wealth on an individual or
systemic level.

To Leah, for mentoring me (;
others!) through the publicatiol
Thank you for helping people grow
from sprouted seeds to sturdy tree

To Brian Lam and the entire Ar
team. You believed in my vision a
me to carry this project out into
embodiment of my creative drea
you so much for allowing me to b
the decision-making process and e
my creative autonomy.

To my mom, Liz Liao, and my bes
years (decades) of genuine enco
and thoughtful engagement. | an
who believes in herself because of '
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SZE=YANG ADE-LAM is a queer, Asian, nonbinary
storyteller and community developer via dance,
kung fu, words, drawings, film, and photo. Sze-

Yang shares stories for love, liberation,
representation, and empowerment, as an
independent artist and as part of ILL

NANA/DiverseCity Dance Company. Since 2011,
Sze-Yang has created more accessible and affirming
dance education and performance opportunities
for QTBIPOCs and their adjacent communities, as
well as advocated for change in the arts. Find Sze-
Yang on Instagram @seeyinandyang.

NICOLE ARTEAGA (she/her) is a mixed race, queer,
fat, cis femme. For the past eight years, QTPOC
organizing, public education, and reproductive
justice have been her political home. Nicole works
to fund abortion and build power with the National
Network of Abortion Funds and fills her free time
with ceramics and baking for her loved ones.
Originally from the Midwest, she has familial roots
in Mexico and lives on traditional Tonkawa land
(Austin, Texas) with her partner and two pets. She’s

a deep feeler and good eater.
JULES BALDINO is a nonbinary Aries femme living in

unceded Tohono O’odham territory. Fight for Black
lives, fuck all cops, build new worlds is our
imperative, with  Black and Indigenous
communities as our leadership. Smooches.

NUBE F. CRUZ is a Yaqui/Mixteco and Xicanx writer,
lover of fashion, Indigenous lands rights activist,
survivor advocate, artist, and cultural worker. They

CEYENNE DOROSHOW (pronounced Kc
compassionate powerhouse perform
organizer, community-based researchel
figure
movements. As the founder and execu
of G.L.L.T.S., she works to provide hol
LGBTQ sex workers while serving on t|
boards: SWOP-USA, Caribbean Equa
SOAR Institute, and NYTAG. As an i
public speaker, she presents at the Desi

in the trans and sex wc

the Creating Change Conference,

Harm Reduction Coalition, and the |
AIDS Conference. She was a featurec
Toronto Pride and MoMA/PS1’s Se
Festival of Resistance, lifting her voic
woman of color. Ceyenne has feature
the media, performing on television in
Oz and the documentaries The Red Um!
and MAJOR!. Known for her skills in

Ceyenne co-authored the Caribbear
Cooking in Heels, while incarcerated on
charges. She is currently working on

book, Falling into the Fire.
GELENI FONTAINE Is a fat, queer and tra

nonbinary Latinx person raised and
Brooklyn, New York. As an acupunc
Asian medicine healer, and registered
use knowledge of Western allopathic
support their holistic East Asian pract
individuals navigate both health care s
disabled healer with chronic pain and
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